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PROCEEDINGS IN THE HOUSE OF RE. 
PRESENTATIVES. 


W HEN the laft Cenfor went to the prefs, the 
long contefted and important queftion on the treaty 
with Great Britain was {till undecided. Go! faid 
I, gentle Cenfor, and, in thy mild and conciliating 
accents, befeech the delperate demagogues to fpare 
us a little longer. 


A fort of cloud had interpofed between the peo- 
ple and the fun of profperity. Terror had feized 
on all thofe who had fomething to lofe ; they knew 
not whether it was prudent to buy or to fell, whe- 
ther their fhips were fafeft in the harbour or out 
at fea; the fans-culottes began to grind their teeth 
and whet their couteaux, while the heads of the 
ariftocrats feemed to totter on their fhoulders, and 
hang as it were by a bit of {kin. ; 
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In this fituation were we, when, on’ the 2oth 
of April, the quettion was taken in a committee 
of the whole Houfe. ‘The Ayes were 49 and the 
Noes : the Chairman, Mr. Muhlenberg of Penn- 

49 tithe 
fylvania gave the caltine vote in the afirmative. 
4 © o 


Thus was the fate of a nation fupended upon 
the voice of one man, and thus have we once 
more narrowly efcaped war and anarchy. 


Some benignant fylph Serrany uifpered Mr. 
Muhlenberg in the ear ; for, it is | know n, that 


he had been a declared enemy to & treaty fron 


the firft moment of its appearance. He was one of 


the leaders at the town meeting held at Philadel- 
phia on the 2sth of July, 1795. At this meeting 
“© the d—ned treaty was kicked to hell,” and the 
affembly adjourned to go and break Mr. Bingham’s 
windows. This meeting appointed a committee to 
draw up a memorial, praying the Prefident not to 
ratify the Treaty. ‘The memorial after reprobating 
every article of the treaty fingly, concludes thus: 
«¢ Your committee apprehend that great evils would 
“¢ refult to thefe States from this treaty, if ratified, 
“ they therefore recommend that an addrefs be 
* prepared, and prefented to the Prefident of the 
“¢ United States » praying that he Ms not ratify the 
‘© faid treaty.” Now, Mr. Muhlenberg was one 
of the very committee “= drew up this mémorial. 
Nor did his oppoiition ceafe here ; for we find him 
voting for the papers, and for the protefting refo- 
lution of Mr. Blount. Had he not voted for this 
latter refolution, I could have admitted, that he 
gave his cafting vote from a perfuafion that the 
Houle had no right to fet tl he treaty ai fide ; but, 
in voting for the refolution of Mr. Blount, he in- 


fifts on this right, and. therefore the cafting vote 
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remains to be accounted for. Idle ftories go about: 
flander is ever on the wing: for my part lam not 
one of thofe who will give credit to nothing that 
he cannot fee through : but I leave a myftery as I 
find it. This miraculous converfion is certainly to 
be attributed to the interpofition of fome invi/ble 
power; to that power let us return our thanks, 
and not to Mr. Muhlenberg. 


But though the refolution for carrying the treaty 
into effeét had pafled in the committee, it had yet 
to get through the Houle, and much apprehe nfion 
was entertained for its fafety on the patlage. The 

oppofition was determined to difpute the pround to 
the laft inch; accordingly when the refolution was 
taken up in the Houle, onthe 30th, Mr. Dear- 
born moved the following preainble to it: “ That 
. although in the opinion of this Houfe the trea- 
* ty is highly objectionable and may prove injurtous 
« 49 the U Tnited States, yet, confideri ng all the cir- 
* cumftances relating thereto, particularly that the 
*¢ Jaft 18 articles are to continue in force only dur- 
“‘ ing the prefent war, and two years thereafter, 
“ and confiding alfo in the efficacy of meafures 
«© which may be taken tor bringing about a difcon- 
“ tinuance of the violations committed on our 
* neutral rights, in regard to our veflels and fea- 
“ men, therefore ;”? &Xc. 


This was the laft fhift of a baffled faGtion. ‘* If 
* you do carry the treaty,’ fy id they ¢ your refolution 
€ fhall contain the proots of yourown folly - and incon. 
* filtency.” The plan was weil laid: it was expect- 
ed that tome of the members, who had voted for 
the refolution the day before, would alio vote for 
the preamble ; nor was this improbable; any in 
conliftency might be capcected from fome of them 
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Mr. Muhlenberg, as if afraid of being out- 
{tripped by Mr. Chriftie and fome others, haften- 
ed to give the preamble his entire approbation, and 
did at laft actually vote for it. Thus, we fee this 
gentleman, firit oppofing the treaty at a town meet- 
ing, and drawing up a memorial befeeching the 
Prefident not to ratify it; then we find him voting 
for a refolution that declares the Houfe to have a 
right to fet the treaty afide; but, when called on 
for his cafting voice, he feems to have forgotten 
all about the evil tendency of the treaty and the 
unmaking power of the Houfe. Sleep, however, 
feems to have refrefhed his memory, and we find 
him, next day, voting for a preamble, that de- 
clares this treaty “ highly objectionable, and that it 
“¢ may prove injur ious to the United States ;”’ but, in 
lefs than ten minutes afterwards he falls back into 
ais old ftate of torpidity, and really votes for this 
very “ highly objectionable and injurious treaty,’ 
without any modification or preamble at all. What 
in excellent political weather-cock! He tacks with 
en times the celerity of the Indian on the top of 
is Sugar-houfe. 


When the preamble was put, there appeared ac- 
cording to the counting, or rather mifcounting, of 
the ** Calm Obferver” Ayes 49 and Noes 49; elk: 
fequently, the fpeaker, Mr. Dayton, was called 
on for the cafting vote, and he gave it in the ne- 
gativ e. 


Thus, another cafling vote preferved the honour 
of the Houfe, as a former one had done that of the 
nation. But, it muft be remarked here, that, 
when the names of the members came to be print- 
ed, it appeared 50 had voted in the negative; fo 
that there was a majority again{ft the inconfftent 
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ut. preamble, even without the cafting vote of the 
en- Speaker. 
ind 
his Mr. Jekyll, in his account of the Habeas Corpus 
et- Act (Woodfall’s Reports for 1794; Vol. 4. p. 12) 
he lays: * this act was firft obtained by fomething 
) 5 
ag ‘like a miracle. In one ftage, it was carried in 
a “the upper Houfe by a fort of pious fraud: one 
m “ of the tellers feeing a very fat L ord coming in, 
n “¢ and knowing him to be a man of weight, count- 
le “ed him for ten.” I fhould have thought that, 


for like reafons, Mr. Muhlenberg had been count- 


ed for two, had not the error been by fubftraction 
in place of addition. Whether the fraud would 
have been quite fo pious on this occafion, as in ob- 
taining the Act of Habeas Corpus, is another thing : 
yes, Mr. Beckley, that’s another thing. 


Raw ® 


i >t 


we 


: How the Clerk of the Houfe came to mifcount, 
or how his mifcounting came to pafs unrepreved, 
when difcovered, are queftions well worth afking. 
Such miftakes are not common; nor is it likely 
that an extraordinary degree of inattentivenefs would 
prevail at fuch an important moment. I do not 
pretend to dictate to members of Congrefs; but, 
were I one, I would exert my utmolt to dilplace a 
Clerk who would dare to miltate a vote ‘of the 
Houfe, though that Clerk fhould be the very image 
of Lord Chalk/tone himfelf. 


Finally, the refolution of Mr. Hillhoufe was put, 
in its original form: * Refolved that the neceflary 
“<< laws be paficd for carrying into effect, the trea- 
“ ty concluded between His Britannic Maiefiy and 
“the United States.”-—The Ayes and Noes were 


as follows: 
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AYES. 


Mr. Ames 


Baily 
Bourne 
Bradbury 
Buck 
Chriftie 
Coit 
Cooper 
Crabb 
Dent 

A. Fofter 
D. Fofter 
Gilbert 
Gilman 
Glenn 
Goodhue 
Goodrich 
Gregg 
Grilwold 
Grove 
Hancock 
Harper 
Hartley 
Henderfon 
Hillhoufe 
Hindman 
Kitchell 
Kittera 
Leonard 
S. Lyman 
Malbone 
Muhlenberg 
Murray 
Reed 
Richards 


NOES. 


Mr. Baird 


Baldwin 
Benton 
Blount 
Brent 
Bryan 
Burgefs 
Caleb 
Claiborne 
Clopton 
Coles 
Dearborn 
Farle 
Franklin 
Gallatin 
Gillefpie 
Giles 
Greenup 
Hampton 
Harrifon 
Hathorn 
Havens 
Heath 
Heifter 
Holland 
Jackfon 
Livingfton 
Locke 
W. Lyman 
Maclay 
Macon 
Madifon 
Milledge 
Moore 
New 
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AYES. 


Sedgewick 
Sitgreaves 
J. Smith 
N. Smith 
Ifaac Smith 
S. Smith 
W. Smith 
Swilt 
Thatcher 
Thomas 
Thompfon 
Tracey 
Van Allen 
Van Courtlandt 
Wadiworth 
Williams. 


- 


Si. 


NOES 


Nicholas 
Orr 

Page 
Parker 
Prefton 
Rutherford 
Ifrael Smith 
Sprigg 
Swanwick 
Tatom 
Varnum 
Venable 


Winn 


48. 


The refolution paffed, of courfe, and a commite 
tee was appointed to bring in the bills. 


The reader will recollect, 
al inclinations of the members, he 
call for papers, 


vho voted for the 


not. In the prefent lift of Ayes, I 


that, to know the re- 


mui{t obferve, 
and who did 
7 

have marked in 


italicks thofe members who voted in favour of Mr. 


ter 


tion, 


Living{ton’s paper mo 


from fuch as did no 
hour. 


The Reprefentatis 


{taunch friends of the Cont 


2. the converts; 3. t 


a 


that fuch as 
through the heat of the day may be d: fting 
drop in until the a 


es who v 
ble gueftion may be divided ‘into ye 


Loess ~ 
itution a1 d the 


laboured 
ruifhed 


‘ 1 m4 
sted on this memora- 


clafles: 4. 
tre: ily 


» hardened "poli tucal fini ers. 
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As to the firft of thefe claffes I fhall fay nothing : 


the perfons compofing it are fo much above all 
praife, that I could not hope to do them juttice. 
They will find an ample reward in the fuccefs of 
their indefatigable efforts, and in the grateful ac- 
knowledgements of all their worthy conftituents. 


The fecond clafs, or the converts, merit but lit- 
tle thanks from any body. Their apologies for 
fhifting fides were, as, indeed, apologies generally 
are, a moft monttrous sivaie of words. What, 
for inftance, could be more ridiculous than for a 
man to get up and make a long harangue, in or- 
der to perfuade others to vote again{t the treaty, 
and conclude with faying that be fhould vote for 
it?—-And why?—Becaule he would not create a 
divifion between the different branches of the go- 
vernment! furprifing! he had voted for forcing the 
papers out of the Prefident’s hands, he had alfo 
voted for the refolution that was to remain as a 
proteft againft the Prefident’s refufing of thefe pa- 
pers, and, at lait, he votes for the treaty in order 
to cultivate harmony between the different branch- 
es of the government! the gentleman feems to 
hare fallen out with the other branches, merely to 
have the pleafure of making it up again. This 
farce may, then, take the name of a comedy late- 
ly written by a Citizen cf Philadelphia: “ the tri- 
 umphs of love; or happy reconciliation.”’ 


The fact is, however, this converfion was not 
owing to a conciliating difpofition in the converted. 
Had it not been for the manly, prudent and well- 
timed meafures of the Merchants of Philadelphia, 
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been afraid to return among their conttituents, 
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fee the neceffary meaiures adopte lLby your honourable Houfe 


1 anxious expcétation, to 
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States, amounting, upon a moderate computation, to more 


than five millions of dollars, has been taken from them | 
the fubiets of Great Britain, the reftitution of which, they 
verily believe, depends, in a great meafure, upon the com- 
pletion of the Treaty on our part, 
“ Tndependent of immenfe fum, they } embarked the 
pri cipal part of their 1 r fortu d ad 
y tures, tne la of which will, as t! nd, | 
llv a i by a refufal or: lect the part of th 
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.ad they plunged the country into diftrefs and con- 
fufion. Very probably their turn for roafting 
would have come: they might have feen their efh- 

' gies dragged about in a dung-cart, with French 
gold in their hands. Happy might they have 


thought themfelves, if a jultly enra; ged people had 
fined their vengeance to the | yurning of images 


> aed 


> 


_». eof6 ae | 6 


- 


col 
and pictures, when the originals were at hand. 
‘Their recantation was, in fhert, like that of a 

man who fees the ftake and the fagvots before him. 4 
T lo . upon their fupport of government, on the 
prefent occafion, as a fort of verbal conformity 
with a mental refervation. Few people are dupes 
enough to believe them fincere. The dofe they 
have fwallowed with fo many wry faces, has only 
ferved to fet their gall in motion: the executive 
branch of government may expect at their hands 
every check and impediment that difappointed ma- 
lice can fuggeft. 
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But, little merit as I afcribe to the converts, and 
little hope as as I have of their reformation, I 
“ fhould deem themfelves wanting in that fpirit and indepen- 
“ dence which ought ever to characterize freemen, if they for- 
“ bear, on fo interefting an occafion asthe prefent, to exprefs 
“ their with esand expectations. They, therefore, with all due 
“ nn. or the Reprefentatives of the People of the United 
“ States, beg leave to recon nmend, that no partial c: mnifi Beration ng 

ot mia may influence their decifion on this important q 
«6 ftion ; but that the Faith, the Honour, and the Intereft. of 
he Nation, may be prefe: ts by making the neceffary provi- 
ons for carrying the ‘T’reaty ‘ato fair < a honourable effect.” 
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Nor did the Merchants of the Capitol ftop here: they ap- “ 


pointed a committee to corref{pond with other mercantile towns, 
and with the back counties of Pennfylvania. This meafure 
brought fuch fwarms of pe itions from the pec cople of property of 
e ‘warter of the Union, that the Oppolition began to per- 
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the definitive queltion concerning the treaty, will 
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knows) of attempting to fink that gentleman in ' 
the opinion of the public. 
<b ‘ 
of 
. % ‘ 
When the treaty-making power was to be attack- 4 
ed; or, in other words, when a breach was to be 
made in the Conftitution, and fuch a breach as ne- >) 
ver could have been clofed, the affailants feemed a ae 
a aa : of 
lofs for a leader. Citizen M—fon fhrank from 
- ; n le 
the 1 afk. ‘The eyes of the phalanx at laft turned 
CO! 


towards the /falian. Murderers, when preparing 


for their horrid work, alw ays choofe, from among 
leir gang, fome precio uuilly ill-looking villain to 
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mixed with red, and thus debafed to a vile copper- 
colour ? who would, in fhort, fuffer himfelf to be 


changed from a guinea to a half-penny ? I do not 
know whether the gentleman has beeg accu/tomed 
to fuch depreciations qx not ;: but, if this be the firft 
time, fuch a facrifice is, in my humble opinion, 
worthy of a capital compenfation. 


I did not intend to trouble the reader with re- 
irks on any pee peflages of this gentlemans’ 

peeches: they are generally juch ftrings of plagiar- 
ms, that, to cenfure them, you mutt cenfure 
heir authors, and this is for netimes. difapreeable. 


One paflage or two, however, call for obfervation; 


vhich Tam the more ready to beftow on them, as 
hey appear to be original. 


The gentleman, in defence of his paper motion, 


told the Houle, that “ it was impoflible v0 deter- 
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“‘ mine that they would not impeach, until the pa- 
*¢ ners were feen. Facts might then appear, which 
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ftead of a treaty with Great Brit: un, they were 


‘now difcufing one formed with the Porte, where 
‘it is the cultom for Minitters to give and to re- 
‘ceive prefents ; ind, on the production of the 
‘ correfpondence, it fhould appear that our Mini- 


{ter had received a douceur (bribe) on the figna- 
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ture of the treaty ; would not the Houfe think 
>>? 
themielves obliged to impeach! 


This is a RPS ition, wound up with an interro- 
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the electors of a certain diltrict or city were 
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filly enough to choofe, as their reprefentative, 
man at once proud and poor, haughty and mean, 
infolent and crawling; fuppofe that this man were 


an infolvent debtor, who had vifited the infide of 
a jail, and who had bilked his creditors by paying 
them but three /hillines in the pound. Now, fhould 
a man ine this if up in Congrefs, and, adopting 
the fentiments, the ftyle a1 and even the gefticulations 
of the c mh, bafely infinuate, that a public Minifter, 
of unfpotted fame, had received a bribe from a fo- 
reign prince; what, I afk, would fuch a man de- 
ferve ?——To be cut out, at full length, in a Living 
Stone, and ftuck up at the corner of the //y- Market, 
for the boys to throw rotten eggs at, till the ftatue 
became as yellow as the original. 





The gentleman declared (and very Ancerely, with- 
out doubt) that his fuppolition was by no means 
applicable to Mr. Jay ; and J declare, with equal 
ap that my fuppofition is by no means appli- 
cable to Mr. Livingfton, for whofe feelings, as the 
reader mui! have already perceived, I have a won- 
eee tendernefs; a tendernefs, indeed, that I 

vould wifh to equal that which he a is fhown fot 
the feelings of the Prefident and Mr. Jay. 


The next paflage that attracts my attention feems 
3 be a fort of {i e wind eulogy on the five kines 
and cats mild and humane government. “ All 
“ Europe” ‘ ys our Adonis, ** was once free; all 


sa Rircpe, ith the exception of France and Swit- 
“ zerland are now in chains. Where then, will 
** hiftorical fats be found to juftify the charge? 
“* In the ol ag Parli ument of Britain fr’? &c.— 
Poor Adonis how little does he know about all Eu- 
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, 
to be a reafonable creature, fhould ye 


{ 
avd uf hy renic iF Lit ert ’ f a d I ee launched 
! | 


their merciful lords,. the othe rday, will give us a 
] ¥ COTrTrect 1 of Frei ci ¢ 13” ire dom. his 
decree bears: “* that the parents of Emigrants 
“ fhall " e up to ie nation that portion of 
“¢ their property, which would have fallen, after 
** their death, to their Emigrant children,” . Let 
any ‘Ol e fronbthis, whether the poor devils 
are in chains or not.. B 


ut, why do I'cite particu- 
lar inftances of their flavery! what. cecafien have I 
here to attempt a contradiction of what every one, 
even the moit ignorant of the people, hei: to be 
falfe and ridiculous ? “ In Turkey y, and in Morocco” 

fays Pryrair, * the people know under what 
* defpotifm they groan; they know who their 
rulers are, and they know th; at whatever it ijuftice 
** they may be guilty of towards individuals, they 


« mult have fome regard to the general intereft, to 
“¢ the prefervation of the whole. They have the 
** {atisfaction too of complaining to a friend in fe- 
cret of the ir misfortunes; but the miferable French 
** fave, who thinks himfelf a free citizen, does not 
‘© know who his matters are. He dares not com- 
“¢ plain, becaufe all around him confider that their 
“¢ miferies are the effects of freedom and _philofo- 


** phy, and like the Philoiopher Pangl fs, though 
*¢* ruined and miferable, they have been taught to 


s* fay, that. all is as well as ows BAe OY Tretched 


S$ Ne, ! amano haw _— hi 
** neo ie a POll SS winom aye J thing } at the dif- 
s a“ 
“ pofition of a gang of intriguing depots, who, 


“ nats, pillage the nation, es excite to maflacre 
“ and bloodihed.”—This is the only people in E u- 
h ells us, Is not in chains! I 
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‘¢ by means of a printing prefs ana reams of Ailig- 
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is barely honoured with a fneer. The people of 
America have at laft opened their eyes. ‘They have 
feen French liberty feated on her throne, the guil- 
lotine, furrounded with confifcations, guards, man- 
acles and dungeons ; they have feen French religion 
exhibited in blafphemies againft the Almighty and 
in the adoration of a common proftitute ; they have 
feen French humanity in the form of a child torn 
from its mothers womb and writhing on the point 
of a bayonet. Yes, and they have feen the effects 
of French gold too, and I can tell you Mr. Living- 
{ton, that they defpife the corruptor as well as the 
corrupted. French friendfhip they know they do 
not want, and French enmity is become the object 
of their contempt.—To ply them then, Sir, with 
this old, ridiculous, thread bare tale of French 
liberty, though it may procure you a few de soie 
from the hulks at New York, is an infult to the 
underitandings of your conilituents, for which I 
much queftion if even your ignorance will be 
thought a fufficient apology. 


But, it feems, there is one other nation, befides 
the French, who are not in chains ; the Swifs. —lIt 
is fomething fingular that our orator forgot the re- 
publics of Batavia and Geneva. They, haye both 
the happinefs of having the fame kind of free go-. 
vernment as his dear France. Their legiflative and 

executive branches, and all their offices of {tate, 
excepting the prime minifter, Citizen Guillo- 
tine, are the fame. What then, could render them 
unworthy of being called free nations! how comes 
Switzerland, the beft part of which groans under 
an Ariftocracy, to be prefered to thefe regenerated 
Rates, thefe apes of the French republic, thefe firlt 
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born of the great Baboon ?—Our Adonis’s head 
was abfolutely turned with his paper-kite motion. 


Never furely was poor youth fo difcomfitted, 
fcouted and routed as he has been during this fet. 
fion. After a months hard labour, the Prefident 
refufes him a peep 4 at the papers ; he feeks venge- 
ance, meets a fecond rebutf, and is at laft, reduced 
to the mortification of feeing the fchemes of nine 
long months overturned in a fingle moment, in /pite 
of the counter efforts of his worthy relations, at 
New York, joined to thofe of Chocolate grinder 
and Serjeant Cl—ke. In this fituation what is he 
to do!—Jog back quietly to daddy’s, make the 
moft of his perfonal charms, ogle the fair fex in 
place of grinning at General Wafhington, and con- 


tent himfelf with reading billets doux inftead of 


{tate papers. But, for mercy’s fake, let him take 
care how he dlufhes: * the dankrupt,’’ fays an au- 
thor “ never yet found the fair one kind ;”? and 
what then could he me ser for a yellow boy who 
fhould blufh himfelf to Jerfey copper ? 


Having thus difmified the long raw boned Knight 
of the Woful countenance, 1 muft now beg the rea- 
ders refpectful attention, while I bring on the {cene 
probably for the laft time the little duck legged 
Squire.—There he is, like a balled finger in a fair! 
don’t fright yourfelves, Ladies ; upon my foul he’ll 
do you no violence. “Tis as gentle a little creature 
as you ever fet eyes on: you may even {troke him 
without apprehending the left mifc hief ; do but liit- 

n to his fpeech, and he'll lick your hand like a 
fpaniel. 


This gentlemans’ efforts on the oppofition may 
be confidered as confined to the exaltation of the 
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d magnanimity of the king of Spain, and that of his 
own difintere; fedne/s. Indeed, both fubje&ts were 


equally worthy of his {mall talk eloquence. The 
| | 


d, magnaniinity of a man, who fhakes rey in an 
a humble peace, with the murderers of the head of 
nt his family, is well matched with the difinterefted- 
~ nefs of another, who aims at the deftrudtion of his 
-d country, or at leaft, of all that is valuable in it, 
a that he may raife himfelf on its ruins. 
re 
ut He told the Houfe, that * he had feveral veffels 
rT “ at fea, notinfured; that he had landed property 
ie ‘* in great quantity,’ and hence he took occafion 
€ *}  toconclude, that he could not be fufpected as with- 
. ing to involve the country ina war. ‘This indeed, 
a rom aman of moderate views, from a man of mo- 
t derate vanity even, ought to have fome weight ; 
but, from one like the perfon here {poken of, it 
: ought to have none at all. 

7 
, There are fome men, who as the poet fays, 


“¢ never are at hearts, eafe, while they fee a greater 
** than themfelves.”” Such is this gen utleman. He 
muft be every where, and every where at the head; 

and, as it commonly happens with for fe of his 

heen p, nature has abfolutely difqualified him for 
the attainment by fair means. Still, esti he 
drive S on towards.his obje ct, and in his prog reis em- 
pl oys all aay little arts that worth and genius dif- 
dain. How has he laboured to eftablifh tor himfelf 
the character of a man of learning and tafte! how 
often and how barefacedly has he condefcended to 
! 


J . * . i 
become bese own puu In the common pe} Crs . 
A 


how mar es has he written to diftant places to 
niy EF oyticlee in rrane at himfell! 
infu re the nfertion OF articies ii praue OF CLUFTitCas 
* a > 1 

ela hig r il ible rali i he ¢ } { 4 | { 


r 








( Yor ) 


appearance of a filly poem, figned with his name, 
in a periodical publication of a foreign country! 


He told the Houfe of Reprefentatives of his fhips 
and his lands ; he might have told them of his Aou/e 
too, unlefs indeed, he looked upon that as unne- 
ceflary, from its being fo perfectly known. This 
houfe, which refembles in furniture a Dutch virtu- 
ofo’s baby hutch, is become a kind of rareefhow. 
The vain proprietor acts the part of a defpicable 
fhowman. This houfe-that-Jack-built is his hobbv 
horfe, and when mounted on it, he is more an ob- 
jet of ridicule than the whore on the black ram, 
or poor Gulliver aftride the nipple of the Brabding- 
nagian maid of honour. 


Money however he has, and with this he finds 
his way into almoft every meeting that bears the 
name of a /ociety, a name, by the by, of which 
moft men of fenfe begin to be heartily tired. Our 
Lilliputian, with his dollars, gets accefs where, 
without them, he would not be fuffered to appear. 
But, of all his little baits for admiration and con- 
vequence, none is furely fo perfectly ludicrous as his 
becoming the Mentor of the “ttle miffes. That a 
vain man fhould condefcend to cajole the mob, to 
greafe the hands of the leaders of a club or fociety, 
that he thould crawl to news-printers, or even run 
dangling about after fpectators to advance his tafty 
manfion, is not fo very furprifing; but that he 
fhould fo far defy the power of ridicule as to profefs 
himfelf the periodica! declaimer at the breakings-up 
of a boarding {chool, and even fhow an uncommon 
anxiety to have his fpeeches on thofe occafions pub- 
lifhed, is what no mortal could ever have expected, 
no, not from John Swanwick, 

” 
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What attention is dve to a man like this, when 


he produces the coincidence of his own nterahh 


with that of his own country as a proof that his 
conduét is in conformity to both ? fuch a man feels 
interefted in nothing that does not bring food to his 
vanity, and if a greater quantity of this is to be 
obtained by the lofs of his property than by its pre- 
vention, he will never feruple to hazard it. Where 
then, is his difintereftedaefs, and his patriotifm? 


At firft glance, one would imagine that a being 
like this was formed for the contempt, or, at leaft, 
for the diverfion of mankind; and, under certain 
governments, he would, indeed, be harmlefs; but, 
in a ftate whefe all depends upon the popular voice, 
I do not know a more dangerous character. Of a 
proud nian you have fome hold; his pride will not 
let him ftoop to fuch meannefles, by which alone he 
can come at the power that makes him formidable ; 
while the vain one will ftop at nothing. Knowing 
that the accomplifhments of his hopes depends on 
the people, and that it tis to numbers he muft owe 
his fuccefs, he fpeculates in their errors and their 
prejudices, and turns them to his own advantage 
at the expence of the community. No rebuff, no 
ill treatment or difcomfit difeourages him: kick 
him out at your front door, and he will come in 
at the back: drive him from one ofhce or one af- 
fembly, and he will get into another: fome where 
he will be, where he can make himfelf talked of. 
He is ever the cringing flave of power : he adores it 
in whatever hands it may be found: as he wheedles 
a democratic populace, fo would he the crueleft 
defpot on earth ; he has not a drop of independent 
blood in his heaft and he is the mortal enemy of 


all thofe who have. 











C ae 


That fuch a man as this fhould be the re penn n- 
tative of a State of which I am an inhabitant, is, 
I muft confefs a mortification ; as to reprefenting 
me, however, he never did, nor fhall he ever do 
it: therefore, as a fraction of the fovereign peop! 
Ido hereby, once for all, enter my protef 
every thing that he may do, or have ah 
When he looks round, from his hobby-he 
the multitude who have been weak enough | 
mit their interefts to his fapient head and i 
heart, let him remember, that there is onc 
would not truft him with the flump of an old w 
out pen. 


When I fee people, who have chofen a reprefen, 
tative like this, brought to the verge of ruin by 
him and _his aflociates, I cannot fay I pity them. 
Many of the Merchants and traders who were fo 
alarmed the other day, on account of the oppofiti- 
on to the treaty, had uled every effort in their 
power to infure this man’s election. What mutt 
be their reflections, when they faw him, not only 
voting for the deftruétion of their property and 
themfelv es, but endeavouring to nullify their peti- 
tion by another, figned by for eigners, blackguards 
and negroes ? Surely this ought to bea leflon to 
thofe, who are to choofe or reject him another 
time. But, indeed, men of property, men who 
ought to be of weight, are in this country, as in 
moft others, indifferent and flothful as to thei ir po- 
litical rights. Whatever may be the caufe of this, 
the confequences are well known, they are already 
felt, and will from day to day and trom year te 
year be felt more feverely. 


Thus, I have endeavoured to juftify the prefer. 
} : Tr . c 
ence to be given to thefe three heroes of the /ard- 
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ened finners. Citizen Madifon was formerly reck- 
oned as a fort of chief; but he baie fo funk out of 
fight this campaign that we can look upon him, at 
leaft, as no more than an aide-de-camp. The 
firm and indivifible phalanx of Virginia were led on 
by a younger, more bold and more artful comman- 
der ; had victory decided in their favour, the Ci- 
tizen would have put in his claim to a fhare in the 
glory of the day; but the timely defertion of the 

y horfe of Philade Iphia, and the difgraceful de- 
ris that fucceded, has left him without even the 
hope of repairing his reputation. As a politician 
he is no more ; "he is abfolutely deceafed, cold, 
{tiff and buried in oblivion for ever and ever. 


There are, then, but three of thefe gentlemen 

rye [ look upon as entitled to the collade frater- 
lle from the five kings; the others muft put up 
with a fmack from the e/ders or youngers. 


There is one difficulty remaining, which it will 
not be very eafy to get over ; that is, the parties 
are at fuch a diftance from each other, that to 
embrace in perfon would be impoflible, untefs one 
or the other would be content to make a voyage; 
a thing which we cannot expect, for, like the buz 
zard, neither likes to lofe fight of their prey. ’Tis 
true, that, in France, they do embrace by proxy, 
and probably this may be now reforted to. We 
can very well fpare a deputation, and if they fhould 
never return, few, I believe, would mourn their 
lofs, 

[now bid the oppofers of the treaty farewel : 
they and I have been at war for rather better than 
a year: [ have feen them completely beaten, and 


] T . , ee 0 ~ . 1 
though I pretend to no other merit than the little 
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that is due to a diligent drummer or trumpeter, I | 
muft be permitted to rejoice as well as others. Re- ~ 
joice I certainly do at their downfall, and notwith- 
Piet think it unmanly to fet my foot upon 





the neck of a proftrate foe, no endeavours of mine |) 
fhall be wanting to preyent them from rifing again. 7 


dine ieinaetnevvbinr 
PAINE’S AGE OF REASON. 


The Chriftian Religion teaches men to forego 
their private interefts for the fake of doing good, 
it is not therefore furprifing, that deifts and atheifts 
fhould forego their private interefts for the fake of 
doing milchief Things eppofite in their nature 
muft be expected to be oppofite in their effects. 


The Editor of the Avrora of Philadelphia (Mr. 
Franklin Bache) has advertifed for fale a fecond 
part of Paine’s Age of Reafon, at a dow price. It 
is faid, he has received ffiewn thoufand copies of 
this from Paris, and it is very certain that he fells 
them at a price which will hardly pay firft coft 
and expences. When I went to {chool, I re- 
member we had for a copy: * Zeal in a good 
“ caufe deferves applaufe.” If this old maxim be 


@ true one, I would afk; what zea/ ina bad caufe 
deferves ? 





A perfon, to whom the parties were well known 
has aflured me, that poor Paine imbibed his firft 
principles of deifm of Doctor Franklin; if fo, it is 
poflible that the Editor of the .4uvrora may look 
upon the diflribution of the Ace of Reafon as a 
means of propagating his Grand Father’s princi- 
ples, and fo far fone perfous will defend it, as an 
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ter, I Ge act of filial piety, or rather filial gratitude, for as 
Re- @& to piety I think we may venture to leave it out of 

with- “the queltion, 

upon | 

mine | This grateful young man fhoul ‘ however, fre- 


gain. Me collect that a vender of poifon will not be excufed 

m merely becaufe the compound Was sie ided up, or 

receipt for it given, by his anceltor. Deifin 

? innot be well faid to run in the blood, or I fhould 

ee reafly be afraid, that the decendant of the illuftri- 

Me ous old dcift was contaminated. Charity bids me 

ego 5 to haak the contrary, and to afcribe the excefs of 
- 
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his zeal to the amiable motive above mentioned. 


od, 
ifts 
of It is going too far, perhaps, to fay, that any 
ure lofs on thefe blafphemous pamphlets 1 
Mr. Bache. The French repu i 
a fincere defire of regenerating us, bree: as fhe finds 
Tr. | us obftinate in politics, fhe may be willing t 
nd her hand in another way. The paper : have told 
lt us lately, that Mad Tom takes 
of & the Houfe of the American Km ‘baftador ; if this fe- 
l & cond part of the Age of Reafon fhould have come 
{t , to us under his aufpices, itis a fact of a curious 
= } ture indeed. 
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As to the work itfelf, it cannot be better defcri- 


i éd than by fa) ying that it is as ftupid = -defpic able 
as its author. ‘The wretch has all his life bees 
employed in leading fools aftray te their duty, 
and, as nothing is more ealy, he has often fucceed- 


. : hey t , Saackie: wees as . 
ed. His religio mn is exactly of a piece with his pos, 
© . 
7 ' Ip 2 vase } f eaunlene againir ? 
litics ; one inculcates s the right of revolting againtft 
government, and the other that of revolting arainit 
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God. Having fucceeded again{t the Lord’s anoint- 
ed (I meat his and UUs biede: Udi Ry i friend tae +e olt 
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Chriftian king) he turned his impious arms againft 
the Lord himfelf. This procefs is perfectly natu- 
ral, as has been exemplified in the condu& of 
others as well as that of Paine. 


Tow Tom came to think of exercifing his clum- 
fy battered pen upon the Chriftian Religion is what 
has excited a gx ood deal of curiofity, without ever 
being well accounted for in this country ; notwith- 
{tanding, the circumftances under which a man 
writes ought to be attended to in forming a judg- 
ment of his opinions, particularly if thofe opinions 
are new and extraordinary. For this reafon, I fhall 
endeavour to trace this raggamuffin deift from A- 
merica to his Paris dungeon, and to account for 
his having laid down the dagger of infurreCtion 
in order to take up the chalice of irreligion. 


Thomas, after having retailed out a good deal 
of very Common Senfe, commonly called Nonfenfe, 
found himfelf rather richer than when he began.* 
This gave bim a fmack. for revolutions ; but find- 
ing himfelf finking faft into his native mud, and 
pretty univerlally defpifed and neglected by the 
people of this country: finding, in fhort, that the 
Americans were returning to order, and feeling 
that his element was confufion, he crofled the At- 


lantic to bafk in the rays of the French revolution. 


* In his fecond Part of the Rights of Man, he fays he has a 
place in the State of Delaware. Whether this be a lye or not 
I cannot tell; but, if it be true, it was certainly the product of 
the revolutien; for every one knows he had nothing before. 
‘This was encouragement for him to try his talent in other coun- 
trics. A confiscated caitle in France, or fome Abbey where he 
might join facrilege to robbery, was a fufficient temptation to 
lead him acrofs the ocean. 
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The Propagande at Paris, that is, the fociety in- 
ftituted for the propagation of the vile and detefta- 
ble principles of the Rights of Maa, as laid down 
in the famous French Conftitution, fixed their Ja- 
cobinical eyes on ‘Lom, as an exc elle nt miflionary 
for great Britain and Irelatid. Ov goes Tom with 
his Rights of Man, which he had the abominable 
impudence to dedicate to General Wafbington.* The 
Englifh Jacobins ftared at him at firft: he went a 
ftep further than they had ever dreamed of : his 
doctrines, however, grew familiar to their ears: 
they took him under their wing, and he made 
fure of another revolution. This fecuri ity was his 
misfortune, and had nearly coft him a voyage to 
the South Sea. 


From the thief-catchers in England Tom fied, 
and took his feat among the thieves of Paris. Af- 
ter having diftinguit hed himfelf in execrating the 
Conftitution he had written in defence of, he, and 
two or three others, fet to work and made a new 
one; quite brand new, without a fingle ounce of 
old ftuif. This covered Tom with glory foon a ufter, 
when it was unanimoufly acc: epted by the rich, free, 
generous and Aumane French nation. 


This may be looked upon as the happieit part of 
Tom’s life. He had enjoyed partial revolts before, 
had feen doors and windows broken tn, and had 
probably partaken of the pillage of fome ariltocra- 
. é ‘D . . 
tic ftores and dwelling houles; but, to live in a 
continual ftate of infurreétion,. * faced, holy, or- 
** ganized infurredction ;” to fit feven days in the 
week iffuing decrees for plunder, profcription and 


* The Second Part was dedicated to I ha ette, to wh: . 
body had any kind of objection, 
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maflacre; was a luxurious life indeed! It was, how- 
ever, a fhort life and a merry one: it lafted but 
five months. The _tender- be arted philanthropic 
murderer, Briffot, and his faction, fell from the 
pinnacle of their glory : poor ‘Tom’s wares got out 
of vogue and hia carcals got into a dun; geon. 

This was a dreadful reverfe for old Common 
Senfe. To be hurled, all in a moment, from the 
tip top of the Mountain of the Grande Convention 
Nationzle down to the very bottom of a ftinking 
dungeon, was enough to give a fhock to his poor 
unfteady brain, But this was not all; he well 
knew and = national razor was at work, and 
had every reafon to fuppote that his days were num- 
bered. He la id extended on the dirt like a fheep 
ora calf i in a flaughter-houfe, expecting every mo- 
ment that the Butcher would come for him. 


How Thomas came to efcape is fomething that 
will probably remain a miftery. It was faid, that 
Danton (the new chief tyrant) {pared his life at the 
requeft of certain Americans; but this is impro- 
bable, not that fome. Americans might be found 
filly enough to petition for it, but becaufe, when 
his enlargement was afterwards demanded upon 
t fcore of his being an American, ‘the ruling 
tyrants aniwered, that he was a facré Anglois, a 
d—nd Englifhman. The fat is, I believe, Dan- 
ton and his party defpiled Tom teo much to run 
any rifk of dif pligit ring their friends in Great Bri- 
tain ond America ‘by taking away his worthlefs 
life. Be the motive what it might, he was kept 
in his cage, and there he wrote the firft part of 
his Ave of Reafon. 
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Now to the motive that ied him to the compo- 
fition of this blafphemous work; which was no 
other than that of faving his ugly uncombed head 
from the guillotine. 


The reader will recolle&, that it was under the 
reign, of Danton that the Chriftian Religion was 
abolifhed by a decree. A few days before Tom’s 
imprifonment the famous feitival of Reafon” was 
held. A common {trumpet was dreflied up as the 
Godde/s Keajon,* feated ona ionic of turf, and, 
while incenfe was burnt before her altar at fonie 
little diftance, the idolatrous populace, with the 
Convention at their head, proftrated themielves 
before her. Not many days before this, the con/ti- 
tutional Bifhop of Paris,f with his vicars and 
three rectors, came to the Conventio:r and and ab- 
dicated their religion, declaring themfelves to have 
been cheats, and that in future they would profefs 
no other worfhip than that of Reajon. In fthort, 
Danton, and i Robe); (pierre (then 1 fecond in command) 
were inceflantly occupied i n extirpating the {mall 
remains of Chi ‘iftianity from the minds of the poor 
brutified and enflaved French. It was a neceflary 
preparation to the bloody work they intended they 
fhould execute. 
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Citizen Common Senie knew this, and therezore 
, 1 


it was not wonder ob that he fhould attempt to foft- 
en his lot, and prolong, perhaps, his miferable 
days, by fome hice front his pens calculated at 
once to flatter their vanity and further their exe- 
crable views. Thomas had long r ailed igainft the 
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bafenefs of courtiers, but when the moment of tri- 
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al came he was found as bafe as the bafeft. The 
high-minded republican Paine, who. had fet Lords 
and. Kings at defiance, was glad to bend the knee 
before a vile low-bred French pettifogger. He de- 
feended to make ufe of the very phrafes that the 
new tyrants had introduced. The Goddefs was 
called Reafon, the church which was profaned by 
her worfhip was called the Temple of Rea/in, and the 
infcription on the banners carried at the ieftival was 
“ The Age of Reafon” (Le fiecle de la Raifon) the 
very title of Tom’s book. Bafe adulation! adu- 
lation not to be excufed even by the fituation in 
which he was. ‘The old French clergy, with the 
dagger at their breafts, fcorned to purchafe life at 
fuch a price. 


I would by no means be underftood as beliey- 
ing that Paine’s book was a defertion of his prin- 
ciples ; for, as I before obferved, he had been cor- 
rupted years before. It is the difgraceful motive 
for publifhing his creed that I am expofing. - That 
it was done to make his court to the tyrants of the 
day cannot be doubted; for, in all his former 
works, if he has occafion to fpeak of the Chriftian 
religion, he does it in decent if not refpecttul lan- 
guage. In his Rights of Man, for inftance, he 
extols toleration, and obferves, that ail religions are 
good ; but as foon as he got into his new-fafhioned 
itudy, a dungeon, he difcovered that they were ail 
bad, or at leaft the Chriftian Religion, and it was 
of the divers denominations of that religion that he 
before pretended to fpeak. When he faid, that all 
religions were good, he was an abominable hypo- 
crite, or he is one now, when he tells us that the 
Chriitian Religion is a very bad one. Fither he 
dilguifed his fentiments to deceive the ry rh 
or he has fince done fo to deceive Daviton and 
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foierre. Tom knows the value of a character for 
confiftency too well to run the cifk of lofing it un- 
lefs upon a prefling emergency: but, the guillotine 
was yet red with “the blood of his ‘comrades, and 
he well knew that there was but this one way of 
keeping his own corrupted ftreams within his veins. 


It will be faid, by Tom’s deiftical Friends, that 
the Second Part of the Age of Reafon was written 
after his releafement, and at a time when he was 
in no danger. Very true; but the die was caft ; 
the Fir Part was out, and there was no recalling 
it. He had openly attacked both heaven and earth; 
he could do no more. One effay at blafphemy was 
as good as a thoufand for eftablifhing his new pre- 
tenfions to infamy; but Thomas had now fome- 
thing elfe to attend to befides his reputation; I 
mean his belly. The ufual means of fubfiftence 
had failed: he was no longer a great Reprefenta- 
tive of a great and free people. The handful of 
affignats he received daily were gone to fome more 
ftaunch patriot, and the old Rights of Man was 
left to dine where he could. As to political drugs 
Thomas’s were grown out of vogue in France as 
much as they now are in this country : his confli- 
tution was declared to be the moft ftupid perform- 
ance that ever ifflued from a fick brain, and its 

author f fell into difcredit as rapidly as he had rifen 
to fame.* Among thoufands of others, he experi- 
enced the fudden change i in the opinions of the vo- 
latile Parifians: from being a fort of demi-god he 
was become the moit degraded thing in nature, a 


* InfurreGion, revolution, conftitution, a knowledge in all thefe 
feems to be a neceffary qualification in a profeffor of the Rights 
of Man. ‘Tom Paine wer’ tftood the firft perfectly weil, he had 
a {mattering of u le fecor id, but as tothe third he was, and, if 
alive is > totally gon 
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poor, half-ftarved defpifed pretender to. renown. 
Betides, the conttitution that was now coming into 
play, with a council of youngers and a council of 
elders and five Kings, elected by people of /ome pro- 
perty, Or, at leaft, fome quali: ‘ation, was what 
Tom. never could def end with his right of univer- 
fal fuffrage and continual infurreétion, and, for 
once, he had the prudence to hold his tongue. 


Tom’s fate in France was nearly what it had been 
in America; when it was no longer neceflary to 
employ him he funk into neglect. Happy if he 
could have ceafed eating when his infurreétion ta- 
lents became ufelefs; but as he could not, he mutt 
continue to write, and as he was in a country 
where he was permitted to revile none but the Al- 
mighty, the Almighty he reviled. The prefent of 
poifon he has fent to his ** fellow citizens’? of 
Amerie’ not therefore, fo much the work of choice 

s of neceflity.. The Second Part of the Age of 
Reafon he wrote for a living and the Firft Part he 
wrote for his life. 


Thofe who prefer a few years of life to every 
thing elfe, may find an excufe for this degraded 
man: it is impoflible for any of us to fay how we 
fhould act at the foot of the guillotine. But, what 
fhall be faid to thofe, who, preffied by neither dan- 
ger nor want, make uncommon exertions to f{pread 
his infamous performance among the ignorant part 
of their countrymen, and thereby fow im their 
minds the feeds of vice inquietude, and defpair ? 
Again; deifts may find fome apology for doing 
this; but who will dare to become the apologift of 
thofe book-fellers, who, profeflors of the Chriftian 
faith, throw out this bait of blafphemy to catch un- 
wary comers, and, {miling at their fimplicity, pock- 
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et the dirty pence. Such men (and they are but 
too numerous) are like the Hollander on the coatt 
of Japan, who, to outftrip others in trade with the 
natives, tramples on the crofs of his Saviour.* 


I fhall here take the liberty of adding an ex- 
tra&t from an addrefs, delivered by Fud dee Rujfh to 
the Grand Jury of the County of Berks, with which 
I fhall difmifs this article. 


“© Chriffiamty, we are told by our law books, is pert of 
“© the Jaw of the /and ; and as fuch a Judge may at any 
“¢ time, without {tepping afide from the path of duty, ils 
“ Juftrate its precepts and enforce its evidences. It mutt 
“ therefore be particularly incumbent on him at ¢his time, 
“ when deifm is daily venting itfelf in ambiguous hints or 
“ fneers, or openly attacking religion with fhallow ar 
© gument. 

“To the native growth of infidelity among us, it is 
sé more than poflible, augmentations may have been made, 
« in confequence of our admiration of a certain great na- 
“ tion in Europe, more efpecially as a rere of the 
« late convention in that country (generally fuppofed to 
« have been actuated by an uncommon peal for the 
6 Rights of Man,”) av ailing himfelt of his literary re- 
“ putation, hasby an attempt to overthrow all religion, 
« indirectly endeavoured to juftify their blafphemous 
“ meafures to extirpate it. It is really aftonithing, Gentle- 
« men, that a man who calls himfelf a pat idt, fhould {trive 
“ to undermine religion, the on/y foundation of govern- 
“ ment and morality. ‘The penetrating genius of Mont- 


* I know a printer and book-feller who has taken, for his 
fign, the picture of the blafphemer Paine. This undoubtedly is 
to inform the amateurs of infurreétion and infidelity that they 
may be fupplied within. It is no more than fair to impute this 
intention to him who hangs out fuch a fign. When Caterfelte 
placed the picture of the Devil over his door, it was to inform 
people that hell was te be feen in the houfe. 
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efquieu, taught him to entertain fentiments very differ- 
ent from thofe of the “ Age of Reafon.” ‘Having 
compared the effects on fociety produced by different 
religions, and examined them merely in a political light 5 
what is the decifion? « ‘Lhe principles of chriftianity,” 

fays he, * deeply engraved on the heart, would be in- 
finitely more powerful than the falfe honour of mo- 
narchies, the humane virtues of Republics, or the fer- 
vile fear of defpotic ftates.” The vat comprehenfive 
mind of the poem, Bacon, faw the fubject in the fame 
point of view. There never was found,” fays this 
profound ohilofopher, “« in any age of the world, ei- 
ther philofophy, or feét, or religion, or law, a difci- 
pline which did fo highly exalt the public good, as the 
chriftian faith. 


«© T have already, Gentlemen, confumed more time than 
I interded, and fhall therefore inftantly clofe with a 
fingle obferv ation. 


«“ If the great duties of truth and juftice, and- the 
pureft precepts of morality; if the moft exalted bene- 
volence and unbounded humanity ; if fincerity, candor 
meeknefs, magnanimity, gentlenefs, and forgivenefs of 
injuries, have a native tendency to improve the heart, 
and diifufe peace, order, and happinefs among man- 
kind, and are //rié#ly enjoined by the Chriftian religion, 
as indifpenfable conditions of obtaining the favour of the 
Deity; what muft we think of the writer, who has 
exerted his talents to k/n our motives, or enfeeble our 
obligations to the practice of thefe benificent and god- 
like virtues ? 


« Save us, gracious Heaven, from /uch patricts, and 
the extenfion of their bancful principles among us !” 


I am fure the reader will join with me in admir- 


ing this extraét, and applauding the man by whom 
it was delivered. How different his conduct from 
that of thofe who are employed in vending the poi- 
fon of the Frenchified Englith defperado ! 
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S O ME time after this little tribute to the memo- 
ry of the great Paing was fent me (which was 
about three months 2go) it was reported, that the 

erfon, whofe deeds it is intended to commemorate, 
was ftill living. This unexpected circumftance made 
me keep it back, ’till I had confulted the obliging 
author, and I here fubjoin his anfwer to my letter 
on the fubject, 


SIR, 

“* With all due deference to your better jude- 
“¢ ment, I prefume, that the report concerning Paine 
** can be no reafon for delaying the publication of 
** his Epitaph. He has long.fince given up the 
“< gholt as a politician ; of this our prefent incer- 
** titude refpecting his natural death is a clear, 
*¢ and for him, humiliating proof : who would once 
** have thought, that the time would come when 
“* it would be unknown whether the great Rights 
** of Man was in exiftence or not! being then af- 
** fured that he is politically dead, it is of little con- 
** fequence whether his perfon has furvived his 
fame, whether his carcafe be under ground, or 
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** whether it be reeling about among the cut-throat 
** philofophers of Paris. 

** If I am to underftana your confulting me on 
** this occafion as a delicate manner of requefting 
** me to withdraw the piece, I beg leave to affure 
** you that the precaution was unneceflary. My 
*¢ feelings as an author are not fo extremely tender. 
** In fhort, Sir, I wifh you to ufe your own difcre- 


** tion, and am, 
Your, Fc. Fe. 


* Bofton, 2nd April, 1796.” 
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Wuen the wight, who here lies beneath the cold earth, 


Firft quitted the land that had given him birth, 
He commenc’d the apoftle of bloodfhed and ftrife, 


And practis’d the trade to the end of his life. 
Sedition and nonfenfe and lies to difpenfe. 

He took up the title of « Old Common Senfe ;” 
‘Taught poor honeft men how rich rogues to keep under, 
Excited to pillage, and fhar’d In the plunder ; 

But when there no longer was plunder to fhare, 

His “ common fenfe” «hed him to feek it elfewhere. 
To his countrymen now he return’d back again, 
The Wronger of Rights and the Righter of Men ; 
He told them they {till were a nation of flaves; 
That their king was a fool and his minifters knaves, 
And the only fure way for the people to thrive 
Was, to leave neither one nor the other alive. 

But Thomas, who never knew when he fhould flop, 


Went a little too far, and was catch’d on the hep, 
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at In fhort, it was determin’d that poor Tom fhould lofe 
His ears at a poft, or his life in a noofe. 
: " Old Common Senfe” boggles, then fkulks out of fight, 
ba : [hen packs up his rags and decamps in the night. 
ly ) His arrival at Paris occafions a fete, 
r. And he finds, in the den of affaflins, a feat. 
e- : Here he murders and thieves and makes laws for a feafon ; 
f Is cramm’d in a dungeon: and preaches up “ Reafon;” 
Blafphem sthe Aliaughty, lives in filth like a hog, 
Is abandon’! in death, and interr’d like a dog. 
Tom Paine for the Devil is furely a match; 


In hanging Old England he cheated Jack-Catch, 

In France (the firit time fuch a thing had been feen) 
He cheated the watchful and fharp Guillotine, 

And at laft, to the forrow of all the beholders, 

He march’d out of life with his head on his fhoulders. 
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FRENCH GENEROSITY. 


On the 27th of April laft, there appeared, in (f 
the Philadelphia Gazette, an order, faid to we if- { 
fued by the French Convention (I lump the five kings 
and council of old ones and council of young ones | 
all together) to the commanders of their privateers, } 
concerning tie papers of Mr. Spillard, the famous | 
traveller. The perfon who fends this article to | 
Mr. Brown, requielts him to ape it, as * it 
** will be acceptable to every friend of the French na- 

* tion, and of uje feful di Sco overies.” 

Before we fay any thing about the order itfelt, ( 
ve ought to obferve, that it is publifhed to give i; 
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pleafure to the friends of the French, by extolling 
French generofity. The friends of uf ful difcoveries 
too are to be obliged, and the paragraphift feems 
to hint, that thofe who are friends of the latter 
mutt be of the former. I mu allow that the 
French have made feveral new difcoveries, as, for 
inftance, forced-loans, affignats, the maximum, 
requifitions, Tevolutionary tribunals, feftivals to 
Reafon, drowning boats, fhooting en maf, and 
the renowned guillotine. While Spillard has been 
employed i in exploring the back parts of America, 
the French have been employed in exploring both 
back and belly parts of the human body: they have 
been cutting off the breafts of women and fecrets 
of men; they have been tearing out the heart from 
the breaft and the embryo from the womb. Thefe 
are certainly difcoveries; but, I imagine, the 
“‘ friends of France” alone will think them “ w/e- 


66 ful” ones. 


Now to the generous order. After having run 
ona long while, in the ufual bombattical cant of 
the Convention (but with 4 vaunting than former- 
ly) the order fays: 


“As a philofophical traveller, he knew the 
** chances of war: he knew how formidable the cou- 
“ rage of the French was. By venturing on fea to 
reach his country, he undoubtedly puts his con- 
** fidence in the genersf ity of agreat republic, found- 
* ed upon the love of virtue, the Sciences and arts. 

" No, Spillard’s hope fhall not be in vain, and 
* to have recapitulated here his interefting labours, 
* is fufficient.to be convinced of the readinefs of 
66 his captors to aflift the views of the government, 
“ That is a debt which they “" Pgire in the 
‘name of the republic, a great leffon which they 
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** will give to our enemies, and a great claim to the 
*¢ glory which they will acquire; for a good ation 
* deferves as much as a great victory.” 


The Convention could not, all at once, leave 
off their old ftyle. We mutt yet be dunned with 
the formidablene/s of French courage ; and poor Spil- 
lard mutt be called a philofopher, a name now fy- 
nonymous, with cut-throats. They muft yet keep 
up their cant about a great republic, and their love 
of virtue and of the arts and /eiences. We have, 
indeed, feen fome few inftances of the force of their 
genius, and of their application, in the difcoveries 
above ennumerated ; but how long is it, 1 would 
be glad to know, fince they have become the pa- 
trons and protectors of the arts and /ciences ? 


I have a book lying before me from which I fhall 
here borrow a fact or two. . The library at Aney 
was crammed into hogtheads; at Narbonne the 
books were fent to the Arfenal ; at Fontaine le Di- 
jon the library of the’ Fuillants was thrown afide 
as walte paper. Many of the libraries of Monks 
contained editions printed in the firft days of the 

art of printing; books, fold in France for a few 
crowns, were fold in London for 125 guineas. A 
clock en malachite was fold for a trifle, though the 
only one exifting. They mutilated or deftroy ds all the 
famous tt: atues, one in particular that coft 200,000 
livres. At Pont Mouflon, a large picture, which con- 
noiileurs offered to cover with guineas as its price, was 
fold for lefs than two. At Nancy, in the fpace of 
a few hours, they broke and burned to the value 
of 100,000 crowns in books and pictures. At 
Lyons 800 antique medals of gold were thrown in- 
to the crucible. The antiquities of Arles were de- 
ftroyed to come at falt-petre. 
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One member of this Vandal Convention propofed 
to deftroy the portal of St. Denis ; another wanted 
to kill all the rare animals in the mufeum of Natu- 
ral Hiftory ; a third faid he did not like learned men, 
and that the term was fynonymous with ariftocrat; 
a fourth propofed, that foldiers might be promoted 
to generals, without being able to write; to con- 
clude, one of thefe montters faid, that a// men of 
genius should be guillotined. 


Thefe are lovers of the arts and fciences! Thefe 
are the reprefentatives of that great republic to 
whofe generous forbearance Spillard is to owe the 
recovery of his papers. Amazing change! Thefe 
people, who burnt Horace and Virgil be caufe they 
had been encouraged by kings, and who deftroyed 
the royal library, merely becaufe it was royal, are 
now ufing their utmoft endeavours tu pre ferve the 
papers of. Spillard for the ule of a ang and, oh, 
ye gods! for a king of England too! A« defpot”” 
with whom they were “ never to make peace, ’till 
“he begged it on his knees, with a halter about 


“ his neck !”” 


Kind, forgiving, generous fellows! how are they 
reformed! they who, in the beginning of the war, 
feized on the property, even to the very cloths, 
of all the Britifh fubjects who happened to be in 
France, and threw their perfons into loathfome 
prifons, where hundreds of them perifhed; they 
who, in the days of their Ju ‘cof, illued a decree for 
murdering every Briton taken in the field of aétion; 
they, whofe cannibal agents dug the half rotten 
body of the brave General Dundas from the grave 
and hung it on a gibbet. Yes, thefe very people 
are now uncommonly folicious to fave, for an En- 
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glifh gentleman, the little memorandums he may 
have made in his travels! 


How fhall we poflibly account for all this? let 
us fee if the clofing fentence of the extract I have 
given from their order, will not throw fome light 
on the matter. ‘* This will,” fay they, * give a 
“ great leffon to our enemies ; for a a good aétion de- 
** ferves as much as a great vidlory.”” So, fo! dad- 
dy Merlin is coming round, is he? a great leffon 
of generofity is to be given to their enemies, and this 
good action is to yield them as much as a great 
victory ? this is what you may call coaxing. No, 
no; none of your good actions; keep them for 
your friends, and your great victories for your 
enemies. 


And do I live to fee the Grande Convention Fran. 
coife wheedling “ the nation of /hop-keepers?”” The 
people of that devoted Carthage, which they pro- 
mifed us they would deftroy? they may wheedle 
lone enough: Billy Pitt has not forgotten that his 
head was to be brought before them, as a preli- 
minary to any peace they might grant to the 
‘* fhop-keeping nation:’’ he has not forgotten that 
they gui lotined him in effigy along with his reyal 
Mafter. Billy’s turn is come ; he may now fay to 
them, in one of Shakefpeare’s characters: “ And 
$ thus, my lads, the whirligig of time brings in 
<¢ his revenges.”” 


When the reader compares their patronage ot 
the arts and fciences, in their own country, and 
their vencrofity thown towards the Engliih, in their 
profpe: ous days ; with their pret nded motives fet 
ferth in this generous order, I am perfuaded he 
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will attribute theit change of condué to the pro- 
per caufe. 


Pray then, Mr. Brown the gazette man, let us 
hear no more of your French generofity. For 
fhame, Sir! how can you fuffer your fine large 
gazette to talk about French virtue? tell your cor- 
refpondent, if he fhould pefter you with fuch ano- 
ther paragraph, that the bore is difcovered. Tell 
him that the “ friends of France” are very much 
reduced in numbers, and are daily and hourly de- 
creafing. Tell him, above all, that nothing can 
keep the fans-culotte caufe alive but an immediate 
fupply of the ready; that the “ friends of France’’ 
are not to be fatisfied with mere founds of genero- 
Atty ; that fraternity and flattery go but little way at 
the fhambles or the grog-fhop, and that, in fhort, 
flour merchants or not flour merchants, they all 
prefer ‘* folid pudding to empty praife.”’ 
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REMARKS. 


On the poetical Works of Jotm Swanwick af Phila- 


delphia. 


In the laft Cenfor I made my readers a fort of 
half promife to give them fome account of the poe- 
tical works of Mr. Swanwick, and I am now pre- 
paring to fulfil it. 


Thefe works are, as yet, confined to a poem, 
which is to be found in the Gentleman’s Magazine 
for June, 1795, publifhed by Sy/vanus Urban of the 
city oi London. ‘The reader will be furprifed that 
a poem, written m Philadelphia, fhould be export- 
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ed to England for publication: I was and am yet 
furprifed at this; and {till more, that- Citizen 
Swanwick fhould fend his works to the editor of a 
Gentleman’s Magazine. He had heard, I prefume, 
that this is the repofitory of moft of the little fugi- 
tive pieces written by men of learning and genius, 

and fo he condefcended to enrich it with a piece 
of his own. ‘This was certainly generous in him, 
if we recollect what a hatred he has for all that is 


gentleman-like. 


The poem is entitled: ** The profpe & of feeing 
“the Fine Arts flourifh in America.’’—After hav- 
ing fpoken of the epoch, when the artifts of Ame- 
rica fhall ftay at home “ to finith the glories of the 
“* rifen day of Columbia,” our author, by a hap- 
py tranfition, turns our eyes to what we already 
poflefs : 


«“ But fee what fow’rets we already claim, 

© What lovely Aarbingers of future fame! 

* Behold phi Lofopt y's bright temple rife 

« And fanes to learning every where furp rife ; 
«© What /chemes of « arity the foul excite 

© To aéts of bounty, and unmix’d de slight ; : 

* Some to the jail awith pityin g fe; D5 o 4 thd 

«“ ‘To minifter to wees that anguifb there 

¢ Others the bed of raging illne/s {mooth, 

‘ And the worft pangs of human /rrew /ooth.” 
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Thus, then, Schemes of charity, Vifiting the ‘Fail, 
and Miniftering to the Sick are, by Mr. Swanwick 
called ** flow’rets, the lovely harbingers of fame ;”’ 
and hence are to {pring the fine arts. Never did I 
before hear that poor-howfes, sails and fick beds were 
places for cultivating or encouraging the fe arts. 
Mr. Swanwick may there practile fine arts, per- 
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haps, fuch as are neceflary to gain him votes at an 
election ; thefe are very fine arts indeed.—But ftop, 
there are more of thefe arts to come yet. 


- 


‘ Some to fair freedom Jiving altars raife, 
And bid the negra celebrate her praife : 
Others the farmer with their cares embrace, 
‘ And pay due homage to his ufeful race ; 

‘ Some manufaAurers and their arts protect, 

¢ Others humane eftablifhments erect. 


‘ But ceafe the Mujfe ! —_ a 
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Our poet alludes to the negro feciety, or abolition 
fociety, as it is called; and, I am ready to allow it 
a place among the harbingers of the fine arts. 
This fociety is, indeed, a nurfery for fome of the 
fineft arts ever practifed either in Europe or Ame- 
rica. But, how comes our author to number farm- 
ing and manufacturing among his fine arts? Plough- 
ing and grubbing and making anchors and cables, 
or grinding {nuff or boiling up fugar; thefe do 
not feem to me to be fine arts. After thefe come 
“< humane cftablifbments ;’’ and, though thefe had 
been before enumerated, Mr. Swanwick mutt 
thus fum them up together and exprefs them over 
again, for fear we fhould imagine that he did not 
look on them as mere tricks of art. Mercy on us! 
who ever heard before, that /umane eftablifhments 
were among the hot-beds of the fine arts ! 


So much for the vein of abfurdity running 
throt igh this metre: now to the Nonfente. 


Minifering to woes may be a fine art, but, when 
we are told that thefe woes /anguifb, what are we 
to think of the fine artift? to /angwi/h is to pine 

vay, to droep, to fink under affliction. . Now, can 
it it be faid that a woe pines and droops? let us change 
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the principle words in this line for fuch as are fy- 
nonymous with them, but rather more. familiar, 
and we fhall be {tr ruck, nay, knocked down with 
the nonfenfe. 


s To fuccour pains that pine in the jail.” 


I could fay fomething about the raging illnefs of 
forrow, and forrow firetched upon a bed too, but I 
‘haften on to the — ltars hess freedom. The 
poet tells us, that the flave fociety raife living altars 
to freedom, and then bid she negroes celebrate her 
praife. Now, what are thefe living altars? why, 
the perfons freed, the negroes thenfelves ; and fo, 
thefe kind gentlemen bid the altars praife the god- 
def; '—They will ftand in no need of priefts at any 


rate. 


With refpe& to the farmer, I will leave it to the 
experience and good fenfe of the reader to deter- 
mine, whether it be either ufual or fitting to pay 
homage to the race of him whom we have taken un- 
der our care and patrona age.—Our poet often makes 
ufe of figures of rhetoric, but that of the galimati- 
as is the. only one he has perfectly at command. 
It requires neither learning nor tafte to difcover 
that he has a plentiful lack of both. 


Butler, in remarking on the verfes of the would- 
be poets of his time, fays they made one line for 
fenfe and one for rhyme. It is certain that this 1s 
a moft fure mark of fterility; but A little man 
goes a ftep further, or rather falls a ftep fhort, of 
this: he has one line for rhyme and = oiher for 
nonienfe. . 


This piece of rhyming Ln ofe I do not fcruple to 
pronounce the moft miferable attempt at verfifica- 
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tion, that ever appeared in the Gentleman’s Ma- 
gazine: nor can I perfuade myfelf that the Editor 
would ever have admitted it without a douceur. It 
appeared, indeed, to have experienced fome confi- 
derable delay ; for, it is dated in 1788. Certain 
I am that if old Sylvanus Urban had been acquaint- 
ed with our little author’s principles in politics, he 
never would have fuffered his chiming to enter his 
repofitory. 


Had this been a piece fcratched out in a hurry 
and fent away to the news-paper, one might have 
winked at its faults, one might have yawned over 
its infipidity and thrown it afide; but here is a ftu- 
died trap for fame; this poor dull morfel had 
been copied over a hundred times, perhaps, before 
it was fent all the way to Old England. I think 
I fee the little poet now, fcratching his head and 
gnawing his pen, telling his fingers and fearching 
his rhyme book. Alas! Mr. Swanwick, people 
do not make poetry this way. They may hammer 
out lines ’till they clink, but as to poetry it never 
was hammered out of a dull brain. 


What is moft laughable, is, to hear the little man 

calling out upon the Mu/e.—* But ceafe the Mufe!” 
as much as to fay that the Mu/e had infpired the 
{mall-beer verfes we have above extracted! It is 
with rapture I hear Miton invoke the heavenly 
Mufe, or Shakefpear wifhing for a Mufe of fire; 
but when, at the end of fifty lines of vapid metre, 
I hear the little whiflling poetaftor calling on his 
Mufe to ceafe her cor urfe, a fneer contraéts the 
mufcles of my nofe, in fpite of all my complaifance 
and compaifion. 
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If Mr. Swanwick reckons the noble art, taught 
by the famous Martinus Scriblerius, I mean the 
art of finking in poctry; if he reckons this among 
the fine arts, I congratulate him on having brought 
it to perfection, for he has certainly rolled from 
the very bottommoft ftep of the Bathos. 


Thus it is to be a pretender to univerfal genius 
without having any genius at all. Initead of get- 
ting renown a man gets himfelf laughed at. It is 
a real misfortune: Mr. Swanwick might have been 
happy all his days as a Tide Waiter ; but, from 
his dabbling in a variety of arts for which he is 
not calculated, he will moft probably preferve 
through life that character fo defpicable among 
partizans; “a Yack of all trades and mafer of 
“ none.” 
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FRENCH FRATERNITY. 


Since the autumn of 1793, we have heard talk 
about little elfe than Britifh depredations on the 
American commerce. Molt of the news-papers 
have been crammed with phillipics again{t the Bri- 
tifh government on this account ; the nation have 
been called thieves and their king the great fea- 
robber. This was not very decent language, but 
even this was furpafled by certain members of Con- 
grefs, who fee ned to vie with cach other in the 
ule of that fort of rhetoric ufually called Billings- 
gate. Ihave their {peeches now before me, but 
the extracts I would with to give from them are 
too lengthy, and I fhould be forry to mutilate 
fuch elegant compofitions. 
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I am the laft on earth that would attempt to ju- 
flify injuftice, I cannot therefore be thought to ap- 
prove of the depredations of the Britifh: but, at 
the fame time I know they have been a thoufand 
times falfly accufed, that every art has been made 
ufe of to exaggerate their violences, that the num- 
ber of veflels taken by them has been counted 
fifty times over, and that language has been imput- 
ed to them which they never held. 


Nor can the Britifh be juftified by faying that 
they have done no more than imitate the French ; 
but, we muft be permitted to wonder that the de- 
predations of one nation fhould excite fuch a live- 
ly refentment as to pufh the country within a hair’s 
breadth of a war, while equal depredations on the 
part of France fhould excite not the leaft difcon- 
tent, except among the merchants immediately 
feeling the lofs. At the very moment that the 
members of Congreis were execrating the fea-rob- 
bers of Britain, and ordering General Confiscation 
and Admiral Embargo to take up arms againtt 
them; at this very moment the depredations of our 
dear, generous, Sumane and pure fingered allies had 
committed greater havock and atts of difhonefty 
than ‘ the king of pirates’ (to ufe a legiflative ex- 
preffion) or his fubjeéts, had ever done. I have in 
another work quoted the report delivered to the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives on this fubject, ftating 
** that the French had not only been guilty of de- 
** predations equal to thofe of the Britifh, but that 
“‘ they had, befides, violated the treaty between 
“‘ the two countries, and had, moreover, cheated 
“‘ the American merchants by difcharging in de- 
** preciated aflignats a contract which fhould have 
“been difcharged in coin.” 




















When this report came to be examined, every 
uncorrupted man was aftonifhed to hear members 
fall upon the Britifh tooth and nail, while they 
were ready to give the baifes fraternel to the 1 
ing Carmagnoles. One faid that, as to the depres 
dations of "France, “¢ fome allow vue mult be made 
“for a great nation combatting in the cau/e of li- 
“ berty, and that he made no doubt that magnani- 
‘‘ mous people would be ready to make every juft 
** compenfation.”” ‘This was the rea! oning of 
thofe times, and fo an Envoy was fent to obtain 
redrefs fom } Britain and which by thetreaty is obtain- 
ed ; but fome allowance was made for the great nation 
who was fighting in the caufe of liberty, and 
therefore all account again 


sbb- 


} Sa 
t her adlea away. 
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The merchants, however, though generally par- 
tial enough towards the erandé "republi igue, {till re- 
collected the lofs, which has been ever fince in- 
cre: afing. Thefe men are too well acquainted wit! 


book-keeping to be rea! good republicans a@ /a A 
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** allowances”? of the excefles of the French, pro- 
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vided always that thofe allowances did not come 
out of their pockets: ‘Their excefles in the low 
countries, their robbing of the merchants at 
fterdam. fet the bells to ringing at Pluladelph 
but when they came to lay their fraternal fingers 
on the Philadelphians themfelves, oh! then they 
were fad rogues, and fo the merchants fend a me- 
morial to Congr N 


hiftory of the “affair. 


efs—Now we fhal!l hear their own 
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‘ and 1795, invefted large fums of money] in provifions 


and other merchandifes fuited to the Weft Indian mar- 
ket and fent them thither, where many cargoes were 
fold to the officers of Colonial Adminiftration of the 
Republic ef France to be paid for in Cafh or Colonial 
produce, many others were taken by force by the faid 
officers, from the fupercargoes and confignees at prices 
arbitrarily fixed by themfelves to be paid for in produce at 
rates and terms of credit fixed at their pleafure, and 
that others have iven arrefted on the high feas, carried into 
their ports ahd taken for the ufe of the Republic with- 
out any ftipulated price or contract; that your memori- 
aliits cor nfidently believe that the amount of property, 
belonging to the citizens of the United States, thus ueli- 
vered to and taken by the adminiftrative bodies of the 
French Republic in the Weft Indies, exceeds two millions 
of dollars now in arrear, for which your memorialifts 
and others concerned h ive no mode of obtaini ing pay- 
ment, fatis aetige gr red lrefs. ‘That the ufual courfe is 
oY ee the cargo by force and durefs to detain the 
vel ‘ls under pretence of paying in produce, -until the 
mafters and crews are wearied with idlenefs, ficknefs, 
delay, and infult, fo as to be willing to return either 
altogether without pay, or with fuch fmall portions 
thereof, as ica rcely to + y the freight and char ges OC- 
cafioned by thefe long delays ; whereby in moft in- 
ftances the whole c: ipital has been left behind, and in 
thofe inftances ht re a confiderable part of the cargo 
has been paid for in Colonial produce, the expences 
of demurrage have confumed almoft the whole, as by 
vouchers ready to be laid before the Houfe or a com- 
mittee thereof will abundantly appear. 


“ Your memorialifts further fhew that fome of the 


earlieit fulferers among them applied perfonally and by 
memorials to citizens Genet, Fauchet, and on the firft 
and fucceeding minifiers of the Preach Republic for redrefs 
avithout taining it. ‘They alfo applied by wittdosial to 


the Prefident of the Unite j Sta ites, who referred them 
to the Secretary for the department of State, whofe 
advice they purfued in committing their claims to'James 
Monroe, Efg. miniiter plenipotentiary of the United 
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tates to the Republic of France—at the time of his 


ym. Chat although your memorialiits are 
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“ perfeAly fatished " Ty “ae aye ‘ ee 
] Ccuy latisned that the Executive authority of the 
T, . : af : . . . ? 

“ Union hath done all within its power to procure re+ 

“ drefs to your memorialifts, yet it has not had the de- 

fred effect. 


, 


“ Your memorialifts further reprefent that they had 


“ hoped that fome arrangement would have 


“ ed to, whereby the debt due from the Republic of 
. ' . - . ’ 

“ France to the citizens of America might have been 

“s qaiici i d UUL of tii del t due fo h 7 2 m the U; it- 


“ ed States, and under this expectation they exerci/ed 


s 
“ patience, but finding that money funded l tra - 
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‘¢ Your memorialifts feel the more concern that while 


“ provifian has been made by the Executive of the Unica 
. - 7 . . - 7 © © 

“ for obtaining from other nations a redrefs for {poliations 

*‘ committed on their commerce, no meafures adopted 


«* have been fuccefsful for procuring fimilar fatisfaction 
‘ from that nation which the merchants of this have 
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« Jands with provifions and neceflaries at a greater rife 
“‘ than attended any other branch of their trade, fupplies 
“« that were abfolutely neceflary to their Colomtes and 
«© which they could from no other place nor in any othe: 
«© manner be furnifhed with. 

« Your memorialifts therefore pray that the legifla- 
«“ ture will take their fuffering cafe into confiderati 
‘and afford them fuch relief and protection as to the 
«< wifdom fhall feem confiftent with right and juftice.” 
Some people will pity anc 
thefe memorialifts; the French republicans wall b 
among the latter. Upon my word, it was very 
cruel of our dear allies, after having received tuch 
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i 
did! after the patriotic and affeCtionate captains had 
run the gauntlet, as it wére,.to get in to the ports of 
their dear friends and allies to fave them from ftarv- 
ing, how filly they mutt look to have their cargoes 
feized, and be themfelves thrown into a du neeon! 
this was often the cafe. I have once before faid, 
that the Carmagnoles called them, /es capitaines a 
coup de béton, or caned capiains ; juit as their Con- 
vention called the Prufhians, /es foldats a coup de bé- 
tom, Or Ce ned fe ‘diers. Ind eed, they did often kick and 
bee thefe captains, and, thou gh the poet tells us 
that fuch kind of blows ‘wound honour more than 
any ottier, yet we have never heard this called a na- 
tional difgrace: on the contrary, the more thefe 
pay were kicked, the louder did they cry /ong 
> the Republic, and the more lies did they bring 

us in her favour. 


The hearts of the patriots at home partook of the 
infenfibility of the backs and pofteriors of the gal- 
lant mariners, and, had it not been for this after- 
clap memorial of the merchants, the whole would 
have funk into oblivion. 


Some perfons of extraordinary patriotifm went 
fo far as to 0 apolog size for the conduct of the French ; 
as thus: ** ‘The mother country engaged in com- 
‘“* bating defpotifm at home, and endeavouring to 
‘ calm thofe troubles which, exift in her boi om, 
“« cannot pay a ent attention to the filling the 
‘* offices in the ifland with honeft and upright “cha- 
“¢ racters, scbridil they certainly would not fuf- 
“ fer the peorey packages ‘This 1s proved by the 
“¢ honourable and ver) ampl le payment for damages 
** and dem urage made to Americans detained in their 
© ports. They are therefore not implicated in the 
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** charge of depredation.” (See the Aurora oi 
a i \ 
25th. May 1795.) 


Now, Great Britain was at war in Europe as 
well as France was, why then was not the fame 
apology applicable to her? -but, this apologift fays, 
that ample payment was made for damages, &c. It 
this be true the memorialilts are miftaken, for they 
fay there are two millions of dollars yet unpaid m 
May 1796. I know very well that the French 
promifed to pay amply: I recollect that, when 
Mr. Randolph’ s report (the fubilance of which I 
have above noticed) was publifhed, it was accom- 
panied with a note from his intimate friend Fauchet, 
declaring the readinefs of the French Republic to 
make immediate compenfation. ‘This had the de- 
fired effect, for, though a fingle farthing will ne- 
ver be paid, the declaration was looked upon as 
an acknowledgement of the debt and as a fecurity 


“n * *n 
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for the future ; while the Englifh minifter, not dar- 
ing to make a promife which he was not iure would 
be fulfilled, was obliged to remain filent, and his 
filence was confidered as a proof that*his court not 
only authorized, but was refolved to continue i 
depredations. But, how deceitful are appearances’ 
he that promifes every thing pays nothing, and he 
that promifes nothing pays ev ery thing. 

Either the apologift tells us a fallehood or the 
merchants tell us one. I have no great inclination 
to interfere with the matter: I leave them to lettle 
it between themfelves ; or if they fhould be oblig ed 
to call in an umpire, none i fo Props as the dear 
nati on for whom they both haye * fhown fo de- 
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NEW DISCOVERIES 


The Regions of Corruption. 


In the introdu@tion to this work, I promifed the 
public ** to give an account of every démocratic 
*¢ trick, whether of native growth or imported from 
“ abroad; to unravel all the windings of the pre- 
“ tended patriots, and more particularly thofe of 
“< the flour-merchants.”” Under this engagement, 
I fhould think myielf inexcufable, were I to remain 
filent at a time, when, if new plots are not abfolute- 
ly difeovered, fuch are talked of in a manner cal- 
culated to excite general curiofity. 


Satisfied in my own mind, as I have long been 
in the habit of declaring, that there is a numerous 
faction in this country acting under French influ- 
ence, and even in French pay, I muft naturally re- 
joice at the difcovery of whatever promifes to be 
more fuccefsful, than any thing I have hitherto 
been able to fay, in convincing the people of the 
exiltence of this faction. Under this imprefiion 
it is, that I publifh the following article from the 
Minerva of New York, and that I add fuch obfer- 
vations as appear to me pertinent. 


Extrad of a Letter from an American dated 
Paris, Feb. 14th, 17096. 


t 


« Could you imagine, my dear Sir, that any American 


& citizens could be fo abandoned 2s to invite France te 
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attempt, by coercion, to prevent the free exerci fe of the 
“¢ judgment of our country con cerning its own interefts, 
s¢ and to awe it into a furrender of its own opinion to 
“* the mandate of a foreign country? yet fo rs ‘faa un- 
66 doubtedly i 1S. Infiuential men on your fide of the wate 1; 
“ have invited the French peated mt to [peck b to ours @ 
“ decided language againft the execution of the treaty with 
© Great Britain, and even to g fo far, as to claim our 
“ guarantee of the French Weftel heed , plac ing before us 
“ the alternative of war with “Fran e or Great Britain, 


«: The idea has teen liftened to by the government, and 
« it has been in coatemplation to fend a new Minifter 
’ a) . 


¢¢ with a fleet to carry the plan into ef feet : tho’ I am in- 
« clined to hope that it has been recently laid afide.. ‘The 
‘¢ extreme embarraffments of the affairs of their country, 
« efpecially with regard to its fina necs, and more ferious 
«“ reflections on the hazard of dri ing us into an election 
«“ to take fide with Great Britain, as well from the ex- 
“ pofed ftate of our commerce, as fram the refentment 
« which fo dictatorial a conduct would naturally infpire, 
“¢ have at laft produced a halt, and, [ truift, th at i. he- 
‘© fitation which has begun, will end in a refolution not 
“ to rifk fo unjuft and fo mad a proceeding. Would 
« to Heaven that the war was at an end! for we fhall not 
“© be fafe from the machinations of this wicked portion of 
« the globe till that event takes place—jultice and morali- 
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“ty have fled from Europe—but alas! are they flying 

« from America alfo? Oo — truft to this made of cote 
al A ‘ee [ 7 + ce 

$* weyance the perjons , ippofed be the autho of this Ne- 

m4: a us plot. But a few months m ay en ible me to 

«¢ make the difclofure with more certainty: where I can 


<< do it with perfec? fufety.” 


This intelligence, if true, at once decides the 
queftion of French influence and corruption ; it i 
therefore of the utmoflt importance to form a cor- 
rect opinion concerning it. Let us firtt fee what 
claims the letter itfelf has to authenticity, and then, 
wie etd the alarming information it contains be 

wrroberated by facts already known. 
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The gazette in which this extract — appeared 
is remarkable for its impartiality. ‘The Editor is 
a man of much experience in his bufinefa, and en- 
joys a high reputation for candour and underfiand- 
ing. It is not probable that fuch a man fhouid be 
deceived with refpect to the authenticity of the let- 
ler, and it is {till lefs probable, that he fhould be 
prevailed on to print it, not believing it authentic. 
The manner, too, in which he introduces it to the 
public, feems to me to be a {trong proot of his 
perfuafion, that it would be foon followed up with 
a more explicit account. Indeed, had he not be- 
lieved that the whole affair muft finally come to 
light, it is Rardly credible that he would have haz- 
arded a piece of intelligence reflecting fuch indeli- 
ble difhonour on a portion of his countrymen, and 
not capable of anfwering any good purpofe what 
ever. 


The Editor has never fhown himfelf the enemy 
of France. He nas not, indeed, like hundreds of 
others, approved of the maflacres in that country ; 
but the inftant thofe maflacres ceafed, he contri- 
buted his dole of praife to the triumphant moderates. 

le was among the firft to oppofe the principles. of 
the prefent conftitution in France to thofe of our Ja- 
cobins; and though he was miftaken here, though he 

was oppofing mifchief to mifchief, the miftake proves, 
that the prefent French government had his appro- 
bation, and as it {till continues the fame it mutt ftill 
have that approbation, There is then, no reafon 
to fuppofe that he would lend his hand to a fabri- 
cation tending to difcredit the French government. 
In truth, he is over cautious in {peaking of it: if 
the intelligence be true, the hardeft terms he. has 
for conduct of fuch an infamous and treacherous 
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who could fo far ¢ get the better of the feelings he 
mutt entertain upon the — of this intelligence, 
is rather to be fufpected « f a partiality for, ‘eas 
againt the French government. 


The Editor of the Minerva has, ’tis true, been 
a bold and able defender of the Britifh treaty; he 
might therefore be fuppofed to be anxious for its 
fuccefs, as all men are zealous in a caufe they have 
decidedly efpoufed ; but, this caufe ftood no “long. 
er in need of fupport when the extract appeared, 
the treaty having pafled the Houfe of Reprefenta- 
tives fixteen days before. Had this intelligence 
been a mere invention to ftir the people up againft 
the oppofition, or rather again{ft their deftructiv 
projects, it fhould have made its appearance at the 
time when petitions were handing about for and 
againit the treaty. At that time fuch a battery 
might have been opened to good purpofe ; but, af- 
ter the treaty was fanctioned, it would have been 
playing it off upon the defeated and the dead. 


In fhort, there is no reafon whatever to fuppofe, 
that the Editor would have publifhed the extrac, 
believing it a fabrication ; and as it is almolt im- 
poffible he {h ould be du; ed by any fal yricat: Or, we 
mult believe it a wthentic.: efpecially Ww — we fee the 
intelli igence contained in it en mngly -orroborated by 
facts already moft clearly and ynequivocally afcers 
tained. 


It is certain that every American who loves his 
country, and who confeque ntly feels a deep cons 
cern for its h¢ nour, muit be fired with i: idignation 
upon hearing, that *¢ certain influential men on this 
** fide of the water had invited the French governs 
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“ment to force the government of America to fet 
“< afide the treaty, and that the French rulers had 

‘ liftened to the propofal ;” but the Editor of the 
Mi inerwa muft excufe me, if I think it rather fur- 
prifing, that he fhould imagine either one or the 
other ‘* impoflible.” Says he, * it feems impoffi- 


“ ble that any American citizens could be fo loft 
** to all fenfe of virtue and duty, as to endeavour 
‘** to bring upon their country fo great an evil, and 
« it feems lefs probable, that the government of 
*¢ France fhould fo far forget our rights as an in- 
“« dependant nation, and be fo unmindful of the 
6eé 


{pirit and genius of freedom as to be difpofed to 
“¢ follow the pernicious advice.”” Now, the truth 
is, that what is here reprefented as next to impol- 
fible is no more than a continuation of what we 
have been witnefles of during four fucceflive years. 


In order to form a correct opinion as to the pro- 
bability of the truth of the intelligence from Paris, 
we muft go back to the epoch when the ruinous 
and ruined French nation was firlt called a Repub- 
ic,* and trace down the chain of the machinati- 
ons of its tyrants to the moment, when the hollile 
determination, the ne p/us ultra of impudence and 
of perfidy is faid to ha ave been formed. 

When Bri Not and his colleagues declared war 
acainft Great Britain, Holland and Spain they form- 
ed the bhi of forciug this country to make a com- 
mon caufe with them. For this purpofe Citizer 
Genet was fent out to replace Mr, Ternent, su 


ing with him the neceflary initfyctions, and the 


- ] fay Cal ed, bec aufe Franc ec is no more a Republic in real- 


lity than Tuk, or Morocco, or any other defpotic ftate. 
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ftill more neceflary rouleaux of Louis d’ors.* As it 
was forefeen that the Executive of the United States 
would bre ly oppofe the overtures for war, Ge- 
net was to effect by force what could not be effec t- 
ed by veal If the government of America 
was ready to aid the caufe of France it was to be 
refpected, but if not it was to be deitr yyed by {tirr- 
ing wu up the people to opp yfition. 

Inftead, therefore, of coming direétly to the feat 
of government, the Citizen landed at one of the 
por ts the moft diftant from it, and in a part of the 
Union the moft likely to be led aftray by h: 3 fedactive 
and feditious arts. On his arrival he found a pro- 
clamation of neutrality, ftrictly forbidding the peo- 
ple of thefe States to do any thing contrary to their 
duty as a nation at peace with 1 all the world; but, 
in place of acknowledging this right of a neutral 
nation, what did he do? He iffued Letters of Mar- 
que and military Commiilions : by fea he fent Ame 1e- 
ricans to cruife on the Britifh, and by land to 
vade the Spanifh dominions. His journey thro ugh 
the Southern States was a k ind of agro arer pro- 
ceflion, and he at laft made his public entry at Phi- 
ladelpnia more like a viceroy or a conqueror than 
a foreign minifter. 


His intro miata ry letter to the Secretary o of State 
vas a clear declaration of hts intenfions. “ When.” 
fay he, ** the emifiaries of our common enemies are 
‘* making u/éle/s efforts to n eutralife th titude of 


, eh) a eee } ‘ sited aes , 
"* your fellow citiz en Sy &c. L his eee rua Was 


Some time ago, I hada note fent me, giving an account 
of the depofit as well as the removal of certain rowlearx, 
companied with a poem entitled “ the confeinons of fran 


“ Jouts d’or”’ ‘The author has my thanks for both; | 
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an unequivocal proof that he defpifed the Prefident ni 
and his proclamation of neutrality, and that he de 
depended on the people for fupport. Accordingly vi 
his endeavours were all directed towards this one th 
object, exciting difcontent and difobedience. th 
gi 

Thofe who had fucceeded in deftroying one go- in 
vernment by the infernal agency of Jaeobin clubs, as 
knew their ‘utility too well to neglect employing th 
them againft another. The Jacobins had hurled tl 
the king of France from his throne, and the De- v 


mocrats might hur! General Wafhington from his 
chair. It is fomething truely fingular, that a cele- 





brated a/fronomer and a fecretary of fiate thould be 
the prefident and fecretary of the mother-club in | | 
each country; itis, however, a fact: Bailly and ( 
Dumouriez once filled thofe honourable pofts in | 


France, as David Rittenhoufe and A. F. Dallas 
did in the firft club that was formed in America. 





On the plan, and at the recommendation, of the \ 
mother-club at Philadelphia, others were formed 
all over the Union. ‘Their affiliations were as per- 
fect in their nature as thofe of the Jacobins in 
France, or of the Reformers in England and Scot- 
land, and the principles and object of all were the 
fame. It would be tedious to enter into a detail 
of their manoeuvres, and difagreeable alfo, as it 
would not fail to bring to mind the conduct of ma- 
ny perfons who now wifh their folly to be forgotten. 


When the Citizen faw that the clubs were be, 
come humerous, and thougnt that things were ripe, 
he made an open avowal of his intentions of * ap- 
pealing from the Prefident to the » people.” This 
precipitant avowal, dictated by I rench vanity, ys p- 
pily difconcerted a'l his p lans. The hettoring mi 

















nifter was miftaken; he thought he had the poor 
doltifh Parifians to deal with ; but he was foon con- 
vinced of the contrary. The people of Anterica, 
though their partiality for the Y rench nation, and 
till greater partiality for what they then ima- 
gined to be the caufe of freedom, had led the em into 
innumerable fooleries, and di finétions as unwile 
as unjuft, fhowed, when it came to the trial, that 
they had too much love for their country, and for 
their friend and father to efpoufe the caule of a man 
who aimed at the deftruction of both.* 


nh 


their { 


From the moment the infolent BriJotonian found 
himfelf baffled, his myrmicons be 


can fo cry havock. 
They attacked the citizens of Ch: arlefton at the door 
of their play-houfe, cut the traces of their coach- 


T 


horfes, wounded ifeveral perfons, and i i am not 
miftek: en killed one or two. The militia were cail- 
ed out, and the city was {truck with terror. Not 
long after an American had his fkuil cleft on board 


7 ’ —_— . iT, . ‘ -* } ¢% aa / ; 
of one of their veflels, for a pretended in/ult to their 


tricolored cockade. M any per ons O11 Litid Ci ’ 0 
Philadelphia had the mortification to fee their peace 


officers hacked with fwords int 

- 7 "2. are - J ehint 66 3 PEM 

{treet.t And yet we 2re now told that ** it ieems 
7 on | | ’ 7 } 

“6 impoffi. le that the government of France fhould 


*¢ attempt any thing apa in{t our neutrality. 


t 

t 
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* The French republicans affert, with their ufval infolence, 
that the people of this country began to expret their diflike to 
Genet only when they found he was recatied. This ts falfe. 
The democratic focieties, 6 ten played him this trick; but 
the people expreffed their deteftat ion of his conduct, and thit 
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mof unequiy cally too, the re he talked 
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I know I fhall be told here, to make a diftinction 
between the rulers in France and their minifters in 
this country ; and I would do this, if I faw the leaft 
reafon for fo doing ; if I were not well convince: 
that the latter have in no cafe furpafled their in- 
{tructions. The friends of the French government 
make this diftinétion, and tell us that Genet was 
recalled for his mifconduct. The turbulent minifter 
was, indeed, di/placed; but the manner of doing 
this fully proves, that it was a matter of expedien- 
cy and not of choice. His mafters, and the matt- 
ers of unhappy France, could not reject the Prefi- 
dents’ requeft, without difgufting the people of this 
country, who muft have looked on fuch a ftep as a 
decided mark of approbation of Genets’ infolence; 
nor could they call home without punifhing him. 
Therefore, at once to preferve the good will of the 
Americans and avoid the punifhment of a man whofe 
conduct they did in reality approve of, they dif- 
miffed him from his employ ment and left him qui- 
etly amongft us, where, befides, it was poflible for 
him ftill to. aét, th ough unfeen, as the fhow-man 
os shind the c canv afs gives. movement and volubilit 


o his puppets. 


Let it be recollected, too, that Genet was dif- 
placed by Robefpierre and his crew, and I leave 
any one to determine whether the merciful Robef- 
pierre, the very prince of cut-throats, could difap- 
prove of the plans of our Long-iflander. The 
entle Robefpierre did, indeed, fend us word that 
it pained his humane and generous foul, to think 
that the reprefentative of a great and brave nation 


. he fome good foul would but give us a peep into the dif- 
patches that now and then go over to Long-ifland, we fhould, 
} 


ha » {ce fome more “ precious confeffions.”” 
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fhould fo difobey its will; but we fhould have afk- 
ed this bloody villain, what he would have faid if 
Genet had. fucceeded in his * appeal from the 
“‘ Prefident to the people.” Genet was difplaced 
becaufe he had failed, and not becaufe he had at- 
tempted our deftruction. Robefpierre has been aptly 
termed the /cape-goat of the Convention, in France, 
and Genet may with equal aptnefs be termed their 
{cape-goat in America. 


The infurreétion in the Weftern Counties of 
Pennfylvania was undoubtedly a great evil, but 
much good has been derived from it. This infur- 
rection was imputed to the machinations of Great 
Britain, and as people’s ears were all open to every 
thing, however abfurd, that was advanced againft 
that nation. it is not wonderful that many very well 
meaning men marched againft the infurgents with a 


full expectation of finding them under the com- 
mand of the Governor of Upper-Canada. This 


was finning againil conviction certainly; but, 
what errors will not men plunge into, when blinded 
by prejudice and pricked on by revenge ! moft peo- 
ple were heartily afhamed of having been the dupes 
of this trick, long before the appearance of Citizen 
Fauchet’s intercepted letter; but that truly inefti- 
mable eflay on bribery and corruption has placed 
the whole matter in a fair light, and, as the faying 


“¢ clapped the faddle on the right horfe.”’ 


1s, 

Every man who feeks for truth and not for falfe- 
hood will regret, with me, that we are not in pof- 
{Gon of the famous N°. 2 and N’. 6, mentioned in 
Citizen Fauchet’s letter, and of the other difpatches 
preceding that letter. Had we the perufal oi tl 
precious pieces, we might enter into fome cetall 
I 


, hawing “ +31! . > YY “we ’ 
a\ t HnaVvllie them we mutt content Viess ses te Wil af 
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proceeding like mathematicians, from the knowti 
to the unknown. 


Ve know, that the fame man, who was Secretary 
to the firft Jacobin fociety in this country, and who 
afterwards denied his report concerning the “ ap- 
** peal from the Prefident to the people ;”” we know 
that this man is named, in the intercepted letter, 
amongit the three or four who were balancing to 
decide on their party, when the overtures for money 
were made to the French minifter. 


We know, that all the leaders in the infurreétion, 
as well as their partizans here, were then and are 
now the decided fupporters of France in oppofition 
to Great Britain. If we look back to the meetings 
of the infurgent committees, we fhall there find the 
names of two members of the prefent Houfe of 
Reprefentatives, and if we turn to the yeas and 
nays of that Houfe, we fhall find them both voting 
again{t the Britifh treaty, and oppofing every mea- 
fure of the Federal government.* 


We know, that poor Citizen Fauchet exprefled 
his fevere regret at the failure of the infurre¢tion ; 
and furely we know, that when a man exprefles his 
regret at the failure ‘of an enterprize, it is certain 
he wifhed it to fucceed. After having juttified 
the caufe of the infurgents, and whined out their 
difcomfit, he fays: “* Thus will the government 
** acquire ftability, for one complete ceffion at leaft! 

Who knows what will be the limits ¢ of this tri- 


* When I faid, in the firft part of the Bone to Gnaw, that 
the enemies of Great Britain were invariably the enemies of the 
Federal Government, the good democrats affected to laugh 
at me; let them deny this now, if they can. I defy even their 
impudence to deny the fad. 
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C6 an, . - *15 9 
mph! perhaps advantage will be taken of it to 
. : i , oe 
OD(ain nuhe iWs LOT /irc7le } Ri E/) VEFRING TI. arene 
C LOE (ePCMSTIICMES cs 


i Was tempted to tnrow In an alas, Or: 1 O eres, 


nothing elle is wanting to render the pa trul 
pathetic; as thus: * My dear Majfters, im ipite-or 
‘my teeth this government’ will /ef. one ' fyfian 
dj r. rat / oft Alas ! who kn« vs wha thay be 
‘ the limits of this triumph over our brothers ! Per- 
‘ haps, the government ma vbe fi rengt thened, and 
¢ then, Oh hell! we fhall never be able to knock it 
c ; 


Let the reader well reme 
ful forebodings of Citizen Fauchet are ta be found 
in ‘a’ confidential difpatch, intended tor the perufal 
of the Convention only. It is from documents 
like this, and not from public declarations, that 
we are to judge of the difpofitions of a foreign go- 
vernment. Suppofe, for inftance, 2 Tetter from 
the Britifh Minifter had been intercepfed, contain- 
ing expreffions of 9 regret at the fuccefs of the 
government in quelling the mfurrettion, and jufti- 
fying the candied of the infurgents. ‘What would 
then have been feen? need I afk this? Poor man! 
the Lord have mercy upon him, if he had re- 
mained here after the difcovery. -Our language is 
copious, and particularly in terms of ex cration ; 
but I am miltaken if enough would have been 
found. Thofe who talk high-dutch would have had 
an advantage, as it is faid, a man can curle harder 
in that language than in any other. 
o Oo d 


Fauchet was recalled, and, as no mifconduct was 
imputed to him, he went home you fee. But here 
is one circumftance that I muft beg the good reader 
to attend to, and that is, that Citizen Jofeph was 
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called away after a defeat, juft as his renowned pre- 
decefior was. As foon as it was known in France, 
that Father Jofeph’s fatal difpatch had fallen into 
the hands of the ‘Englith Miniftry, it was perceived 
that the writer would become odious here; that he 
would always be fufpetted by the government, and 
that his friends would be afraid to truft their pre- 
cious confeffions to his ear. How kind was it, then, 
to recall him and fend another, whom no mortal 
man could ever think of fufpeéting: no, certainly 
not; it would be hard, indeed, to fufpect a third. 
The moft unfortunate gamblers reckon with confi-~ 
dence upon a good throw out of three.* 


The third (and I. hope the laft) fair trial of the 
ftrength of French influence was, the attempt to 
fet afide the Britifh Treaty. Here. it failed alfo; 
but we are not to conclude that, becaule it failed, 
it never was made. For my part, | am confident 
the trial was made, and have not the leaft doubt 
that it would have fucceeded, had it not been for 
a difappointment. 

It would be ufelefs to repeat here what has been 
fo often faid refpecting the conduct of poor Mr. 
Randolph, at the time of the ratification, or to go 
over all the’manceuvres of the partizans of France, 
from the moment the treaty firft arrived in the 
country till the meeting of Congrefs. Still lefs ne. 


* Having. {tumbled upon the word Gamélers, it puts me in 
mind of the Farro Barks, Gaming-T ables and Gambling Lotteries, 
in all about two hundred now in this city. Thefe noble inflitu- 
tions we owe entirely to the French; and, when we add to 
thefe the pagranith calendar agd the Age of Reafon, muft we 
not bluft h to think that thefe generous enlightners of the world 
are iullo blig ged to cry out on our ingratitude ! how much better 
zre all thofe pretty 1, than the naity | broad-cloths and lineng 
we get from thefe fad dogs the Britith!-—And yet we make a 
treaty with then! QO, fy! 
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ceflary is it to enter into a detailed account of wha' 


has paffed fince that time, as it is frefh in every 
one’s memory. One fa&t, however, L mutt relate 


here, as it is well worthy of attention. 


In the Cenfor for April, page 145, it was re- 
marked, that * the petition againft the treaty, 
‘< faid to be figned by fifteen hundred citizens o! 
‘¢ Philadelphia, was carried round for fignature by 

4 ; 


‘6 a Frenchman ;’”’ to this I have now to a a, tha 
in the State of New Jeriey, two ['renchmen went 
£ +] 


Tr peritic ion of the 


about foliciting fignatures of another } t 
fame import. The perfon, who was fo obliging 


as to furnifh this information, faw them at 
lic houfe prefling people te fign. 
prevailed on to do fo; but, thir nking, upon recol- 
lection, that he had done wrong, he returned to 
the houfe and fcratched out his name. Would 
to God that numbers of his countrymen were as 
ready to correct their errors! 


given this fhort fketch of the hifto- 


After having 
» time when, a; 


ry of French influence down to the 
our Paris intélligence ftates, it was to break out it 

to action, let us compare that intelligence with the 
fituation of things on this fide of the water. A 
few fentences will fuflice. 


The fubftance of the Paris intelligence is this: 
at ot Pale! \ ] te ~ 
ent 


“¢ that certain influential men in America had ¢ 
“ ed into a negociation with the French government, 


“ the refult of which was;. France was to oblig 
‘‘ the Executive of the United States to abandon 


§ the treaty : sont Lereny Wey } ¢,27)3 ++ 

‘the treaty with great Britain, by threatening 1: 
é , 

F sihasfind «by hi i 

refulal; but that this pro- 


¢* with a war in cate of refulal; 
“ject, the writer believed 


} ET “A , cy ao fe 
** [Arp of lebruary. Qn the 24th or Suarch, 
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Livingfton’s motion pafled by a majority of swenty 
five. "This was only. 38 days after France had given 
up the project, On the 28th of April, 35 days la- 
ter, this frightful majority changed.into a minority, 
and the treaty pafled very quietly, This was 63 
days after France had given. up-the project. So 
that, it is poflible that this might be known when 
the latter vote was taken, and not when the for- 
mer one was. 


I by no means pretend to fay, that any unfavour- 
able news from. France had an influence on thefe 
votes; on the contrary, I am, alas! {as Citizen 
Fauchet fays).too well convinced of the purity of 
the Oppofition, to fuppofe that they, or any of 
them, could be the * influential men,’ hinted at in 
the extract. No, no, God forbid I fhould think 
any fuch thing ; mercy on us all! they, poor men, 
changed their votes becaufe their conftituents chang- 
ed their notes. It is thefe conftituents: who are to 
blame then, and, of courfe, the “ influential men” 
are to be found among them. Now, conitituents 
are every body, and every body is nobody; and 
thus you fee, reader, we all of us draw ourfelves 
decently out of the fcrape. 


























